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DETAILS OF FALL FIELD MEETING

The fall field trip this year will again
be held in the Fulton-Graves county area
known as the Jackson Purchase, where we
have enjoyed exciting collecting in past
seasons. Of prime interest is adding to
the record of Euphyes dukesi, which spe-
ctes is known from one specimen and sev-
eral additional sightings at Bayou de
Chien. Euphyes ‘dion, Poanes yehl,  Pano-

quiiia occla, Lethe spp.iportiandia miss-

arkae, creola, anthedon, and appalachia),
HyTTolycaena hyllus, Parrhasius m-album,
Cyilopsis gemma, and good numbers of other
species are expected. Excellent moth col-
lecting should also be anticipated,
including bait captures of Catocala spp.
Loran Gibson, our Field Trip Coordinator,
has prepared the following information:

Friday, Sept. 7 - arrive at Bill & Nancy
Black™s farm to camp for the night. Black
lighting for moths there or at néarby May-
field Bottoms. Or spend night at Holiday
Inn, 727 Joe Clifton Dr., Paducah (phone,
502-443-7521; RATES: $30.50-$37, single;
$37.50-%44 double).

Sat., Sept 8 - Meet between 8 & 9 AM
(CDOTY at Holiday Inn (address above) for
breakfast and plans. Leave about 9 AM for
spot off Tim Owens Rd., near Kaler, in NE
Graves Co. Collect there til about noon,
have lunch there, then drive to Fulton Co.
spots, first at Rt. 94, 2.5 miles E of
Cayce by bridges over Little Bayou de

Chien. Later, we will visit the Reelfoot
National Wildlife Mgmt. area south of
Hickman. Leave traps there overnight.

Return to Black Farm about 6:00 CDT for a
cookout and gabfest (please provide $5 per
person for food, $3 for T1ittle children
for food). Blacklighting.

(contd. on pg. 2)

REPORT OF THE VENEZUELA TRIP

On June 21, 1984, a group of 56 lepidop-
terists met at the VIASA counter at Miami
International Airport for a flight to Car-
acas, Venezuela, where local transportation
took us to 2 widely divergent collecting
areas. Kentucky Lepidopterist members of
the group included Dr. Tom Emmel (Leader),
assisted by your Editor, the Danishes (Gap,

Teri, and Andy), Tom Dooley, John Glaser,
V , ]Juﬁ%)’ ey

John and ‘Hyatt, Pete Knudsen,' Garv
0'Shea, and Dr. Roy Rings. Our Tocal guides
were Dr. F. Fernandez Yepez and Sr. Fran-
cisco Romero Rodriguez. The first stop was
a night at the Maracay Hotel, Maracay
(reached by bus from Caracas). We then
drove the short distance to Rancho Grande,
the unifinished curved hotel abandoned in
the late 1930's and later made into a
biological station. This facility was made
famous by Ralph Beebe in his writings -
particularly High Jungie. Butterfly col-
lecting was poor there because of rain then
but lack of it in preceding months. The
exception was nearby Portachuelo Pass,
where butterflies flew up over a cleared
ridge from the jungle below (but room there
for only a few collectors at a time). Moth
collecting atop the Rancho Grande building
was outstanding, a favorite being the
Tong-tailed Copiopteryx sp. (Saturniidae).
Unbelievable moth numgers also appeared at
1ights atop Portachuelo Pass. I took
groups on the 2nd and 3rd days down to an
area at lower elevations (Carretera Cum-
boto, 60 km N of Maracay). Here, in cocoa
groves along a stream we found a fair array
of tropical butterflies, including Parides
spp., a few Heliconiinae and Ithomiinae,
some interesting Riodinidae, and modest
numbers of hairstreaks and smaller nymph-
alids. Pierids and skippers were also
(contd. on pg. 2)
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(FALL FIELD MEETING PLANS, contd.)

Sun. Sept. 9. Plans will be finalized
on Sat. evening. We'll either return to
Sat. localities, or try Ballard Co. Wild-
Tife Mgmt. Area NW of Paducah.

DIRECTIONS to Bill Black's farm (address
is Rt. 6, Clinton Rd., Paducah, KY 42001):

From Louisville area take 1I-65
south, then go west on Western Ky. Tpke.
at Elizabethtown. Near Eddyville, take
I-24 west into Paducah area. Get off at
exit 7, and take US 45 south, and pass
through the small community of Lone Oak.
Just south of Lone Oak, turn right (angle)
onto Rt. 339 (signs at this intersection
say MELBER and CLINTON RD.). Go exactly 3
miles and look for Bill's driveway on the
right (west) side of the road. The house
is nearly hidden by trees.

If you need Specific directions to other
places, please call Loran.

THIS SHOULD BE AN EXCELLENT TRIP FROM A
STANDPOINT OF COLLECTING AND FELLOWSHIP,
PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO .ATTEMD,
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PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANNUAL MEETING

The 17th Annual Meeting of the Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists will be held
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 16-17.
day evening party will be hosted this.year
by Mike and Debbie McInnis at their new
home 1in Floyd's Knobs, INDIANA, a few
minutes over the Ohio R. from Louisville,
beginning at 8:00 P.M.  The Sat. meeting
begins with informal identification, exam-
ination of collections, and swap session
at Room 321, Life Sciences Bldg., Univ. of
Louisville, at 10:00 AM. Formal meeting
begins at 1:00 PM with elections and short
business meeting. You are encouraged to
prepare a short slide show, talk, or
"show-and-tell," as we have done in the
past. Our special speaker this year will
be Dr. Bob Robbins, butterfly specialist
at the Smithsonian Institution, who will
give a program on his specialty, neo-
tropical hairstreaks. Plan now to attend,
and bring your undetermined hairstreaks
for identification. _.Further details will
be in the next issue of the Kentucky
Lepidopterist.

(VENEZUELA TRIP REPORT, contd.)

present in moderate numbers. On the ev-
ening of June 24, we returned by bus to
Caracas, and spent a night at the Hotel

Avila. Then we embarked by plane for
Puerto Ordaz (Ciudad Guyana) to the
southeast. From there buses took us on a

six-hour journey to La Clarita, a gold
mining camp about 83 km south of Ed Dorado.
There we set up camp in tents, a house, a
barn, and a circular thatch-roofed domicile
owned by "Freddy," a French gold-mine
employee who rented out his place as a
dining hall and bunkhouse for the gringoes.
We brought army cots with us, and space and
comforts were at a premium. An excellent
bait Tine was put out by Sr. Romero, and

some Agrias were caught, along with Prepona
species, several Morpho species (menelaus,

achilles, rhetenor, and adonis). However,

The Fri--

in the immediate area, butterflies seemed
still sparce, and rain limited our
collecting to some degree. Other spots
were nearby: Piedra de Ta Virgen - a rocky
tepui area where moths were so abundant 2t

ights that no room was left on sheets; and
the 88 km spot, ‘where we risked run-ins

_with touchy winers guarding ~their smail
‘digs in the Jjungle stream bottowms. For

many of us, the daily take was limited,
until June 28, when I accompanied a group
to a dirt road 17 km south of El1 Dorado,
and found Heliconius salvini, puddie crowds
of pierids, a few good hairstreaks, Morpho
species (listed above), and other groups
just emerging. Here at last was ample room
for a big group, and exciting diversity and
numbers. We returned here the 29th (some
went to another spot at 25 km. mark where
some exceptional Riodinidae were taken).
resulting in the best collecting of the
trip on the last 2 days. On 30 June we
drove back to Puerto Ordaz (with a stop at
the picturesque Cachamaya Rapids on the
Caronf River there), flew to Caracas, and
spent our last night at a posh seaside
hotel, the Miele Caribe, where we had a
farewell banquet, slide show, and some
humorous accolades. Dr. Fernandez Yepez
diligently examined our catches, and asked
to retain a few specimens of both moths and
butterflies needed for his National
Collection. A1l returned safely to the
States with memories of another unique
South American collecting adventure
provided by Holbrook Travel. Despite
spartan living conditions and rather bad
weather, I enjoyed the people and col-
lecting immensely. -CVC




