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REPORT OF 1985 ANNUAL MEETING

There was another splendid turnout of
about 42 lepidopterists and their family
and friends for the 12th Annual Meeting of
the Society. Jim and Mary Lou Merritt
antertained us 1in fine style at their
lovely Victorian home near the University
of Louisville on Friday night, Nov. 15,
1985. After a suitable period of fellow-
ship, Charlie Covell showed slides of the
May, 1985 field trip to Tinalandia,
zcuador, in Jim's basement screening room. -

We convened next morning at the usual
>lace (Room 321, Life Sciences Bldg.) for
1 period of exchanging information, ident-
ifying specimens, showing and telling, and
zonversation. Coffee and .donuts were
ivailable, but some of us actually went to
lunch this time. Pres. John Hyatt called
the meeting to order at about 1:30 P.M.

Innual elections were held, and Denny
.urrutt became President for 1986, with
the other officers re-elected. However,

3laine Early asked that this be his last
rear as Secretary-Treasurer; and Mike
icInnis has agreed to help Charlie with
he newsletter this coming year and was
xlected Assoc. Editor. Other business
included adoption of the Constitution and
1 vote of thanks to Mike McInnis and Jim
lerritt for preparing it; appropriation of
‘unds to have some new decals (actually
stickers) made, through efforts by Leroy
loehn; and a discussion of field trips in
985 and ideas for 1986. No specific
ylans were made; but we agreed to notify
iembers of plans through the newsletter as
ieather patterns become evident in 1986.

ilaine Early gave a Treasurer's report,
ind indicated that we had $367.39, and

hat a total of $566.50 was received in
lues and contributions in 1985. (to p. 2)

~ Philadelphia,

AUNT ANNIE'S CIGAR BOX

A few years ago I was visiting my Aunt
Connie Birch (my Dad's sister) outside
PA. Among some bric-a-brac
in her den was a very old, dingy cigar box
containing some old medals and neo-Egyptian

jewelry. Aunt Connie told me that it was
something that had "belonged to Aunt
Annie." I was immediately intrigued when I

saw on the cigar box the initials "A.T.S."
penned in painstaking Victorian script. My
suspicion was confirmed when my aunt told
me that the former owner of the box and its
contents was none other than Annie Trumbull
Slosson, one of a few noted American woman
lepidopterists of the Tlate 19th century.
She had been the aunt of Charles Trumbull,
who married my paternal grandmother's
sister, Aline Van Orden.

Annie Slosson (1838-1926) lived in New
York City in much of her adult life, but
traveled widely, collecting many unusual
insects and other arthropods. The White
Mountains of New Hampshire, and Florida
were two areas in which she specialized.
She was friends with many professional and
amateur entomologists of her day, and often
provided them with valuable material from
which they described new taxa. Many
arthropods were named in her honor. In the
Lepidoptera, 14 patronyms derived from her
name include 2 genera (Limacodidae,
Geometridae), 7 species, and 5 synonyms or
infraspefic categories (Hodges et al.,
1983). ; -

Mrs. Slosson was a gifted writer of the
"romantic nature" books popular around the
turn of the century. However, she wrote
many scientific notes and described a
modest number of insect species and forms.
See W.T. Davis's 1926 biography of her in

vJ. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 34: 361-364. - CVC
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(1985 Annual Meeting, cont'd.)

After a shert recess, we enjoyed a talk
by our "quest of honor," Dave Baggett of
the Univ. of South Florida, and founder of
the Southern Lepidopterists. He told of
the interesting observations and studies
he and his colleagues are conducting in
Florida on the systematics, distribution,
and 1life histories of Underwing Moths
(Catocala species). Next Dr. Herb Wagner
of the Univ. of Michigan talked about his
observations on the blues, Celestrina
ladon and neglectamajor in Michigan, with
information on how to identify the latter
species. Charles Watson of Johnson City,
Tenn. gave a program on collecting 1in
Tinalandia, Ecuador in 1985, and also on
Speyeria diana in Tennessee. Yin-reij

Hicks showed us her 2 latest prints of

American copper and Silvery Blue; and John
Nordin demonstrated his innovative bait
and Tight traps made from soft materials
for maximum portability.

After further discussion and informal
conversation, the meeting adjourned to
Masterson's Restaurant, where 21 of the
group gathered for dinner. Those who
signed the register this time included:
James Adams (KS), Eleanor Adams (MO),
Christa Anderson, Dave Baggett (FL),
George Balogh & Terri Witters (MI), Bob
Borth & Laurel Nisler (WI), Rozenna Carr,
Richard Cassell, Sharon Collins, Charlie

Covell, Denny Currutt (OH), Blaine Early,
Les & Carol Ferge (WI), David & Geri
Flaim, Loran Gibson, Richard Henderson,

Yin-rei Hicks = (IN),
Maria Plonczynski (OH),
Andy Kluesener (OH),

Drew Hildebrandt &
John Hyatt (TN),
Leroy Koehn (OH),

Michael Hansen (NY), Mike McInnis (IN),
Jim Merritt, Burt & Mark Monroe, John
Nordin, Stan Nicolay (VA), Troy Payne,

Floyd & June Preston (KS), Roy Rings (OH),
Bob Robbins (DC), Herb Wagner (MI),
Charles Watson (TN), Don Wright (OH), and
Ben Ziegler (NJ). That's 11 states and DC

represented - a record for us!
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TREASURER'S UPDATE: Blaine Early informs
me that our treasury now contains $672.39
(with some meeting expenses still to be
paid when new checks arrive). The increase
is due to meeting contributions and many
new members & paid-up dues.

.to the Butterflies

NEWS AND NOTES

Membership Lists (latest update) and copies
of our Constitution are enclosed with this
jssue of the Kentucky Lepidopterist.
Please inform me of any changes or errors
in the former.

Our Illinois colleagues, Dave Hess, George
Godfrey, & John Bouseman have offered to
plan a field trip to the interesting Sand
Ridge State Forest this year. They suggest
3 dates: May 10-11, Aug. 23-24, and Sept.
6-7. I brought this up at the Chio Lepid-
opterists meeting Jan. 11, and no prefer-
ence was stated, though the later dates
seemed better. The weekend of Aug. 23-24
seemed slightly favored, so all of you who
wish to attend this field trip PLEASE WRITE
DAVE HESS directly, at: 143 Harmony Lane,
Macomb, IL 61455, -

I will be taking a class group to southern
Florida May 10-20, and have Camp Owaissa
Bauer in Homestead reserved for the nights
of May 12-14. Anyone who wishes to join
the group to use the bunkhouse and kitchen
facilities and also collect there, ccntact
me. We would appreciate those doing so to
chip in for expenses, which I imagine would
run between $10-15 per night. This has
worked well in 1978 and 1982, so give it
some thought. -

Paul Opler has informed me that he is now
doing the rewriting of Klots' A Field Guide
to (1951), repTacing Bcb
Pyle. If you have any new faunal or life
history information on eastern butterflies
to contribute, I am sure Paul would like to
have it. Good luck on your venture, Paul!

Dr. Bi1l Miller of the Univ. of Minnesota
is now Editor of Journal of the Lepidop-
terists' Society, and hopes to get caught
up on the manuscript backlog and get the
Journal back on schedule soon. He is now
accepting new manuscripts.

John and Julee Calhoun wrote a warm thank-
you for the special resolution we signed at
the Annual Meeting and sent them, in honor
of their wedding on that same date. They
asked me to express their "deepest appreci-
ation to our friends."




