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FIELD TRIP & PICNIC JUNE 21, 1986

An early summer field trip to collect
butterflies, and make a Xerces Society
Butterfly Count, will take place at the
Horner Wildlife Sanctuary, Oldham Co, KY,
on Saturday, June 21, 1986. Those of you
who can attend, meet at the general store
at Brownsboro, KY, at 9:30 AM, and we will
proceed from there. Latecomers can join
us by following 01d Zaring Road (see map
on page 3) into the area and finding us.
We plan to eat bag lunches, and also have
a cookout with charcoal broiled hamburgers
at about 7 PM. I have a grill, but we
need one 1-2 more. Plan to chip in for
the food. Then we can use bait and lights
to collect moths until you want to quit.

If you are interested, call Covell at AC
502, 588-5942 or 6771 (Biology Dept.)
during the day, or 456-6122 at home in the
evening. Or just SHOW UP unannounced.

Species we should see include several
good hairstreaks, such as S. caryaevorus,
edwardsii, calanus falacer; H. titus
mopsus; C. borealis; S. cybele; Charidryas
nycteis; A. celtis; E. marcellus; P.
asterias, froifus & glaucus; P. protodice;
Megisto cymela and others. Results of
count will be submitted to Xerces Society.

We will cancel if completely rainy or
cloudy; we will have it if only a few
showers alternate with sun. Call Covell
if not sure. Sorry for the short notice,
but T HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! -CVC

FIELD NEWS AND NOTES

The 1986 season began for some of us
with Tom Emmel's trip to French Guiana,
March 24 - April 2. There were 35 of us,
including other Ky. Lepidopterists Lee
Guidry, Pete Knudsen, Bob & Margie Schaum-
Jeffel, and Giovanna Holbrook. We arrived
at the Motel Beauregard in Remire near
Cayenne, and after a first day together,
split into 2 groups, one of which went
south to the small settlement of Cacao,
almost entirely inhabited by Laotian
immigrants. Later, the 2 groups switched
places. Butterflies were rather sparce in
numbers and mostly worn, as the previous
months had been quite dry. However, we all
had chances to net Morpho species such as
menelaus and achilles, and a few of the
other big ones. Two of the guys enter-
tained us by jumping out of a moving canoe
to vie for a Prepona on a tree trunk.
Metalmarks were the dominant butterflies;
so if one were not too specialized in his
interests, the collecting was not bad. We
had 2 nights of blacklighting, and got a
good selection of Sphingidae and a few
other big moths, plus many small ones. Of
the night collecting the "highlight" was
just that: 5 mercury vapor bulbs mounted
on a 40-foot pole, high above the sheet,
which had 2 more bulbs. This impressive
rig was run by a powerful generator provid-
ed by Dominique Bauthville, an entomologist
in Cayenne who is surveying the sphingid
fauna of French Guiana in addition to his
more practical pursuits as a forest ento-
mologist. Philippe Soler, who with his
wife provided our meals in Cacao, led
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us to some good spots and became a good
friend. Including the historical and
cultural features of this former French
penal colony, now a departement of France,
the trip turned out to be very enjoyable
and fruitful - with promise of better
collecting if we can go there again.

Upon returning to Kentucky, I found that
the collecting season had already begun
and that Tocal spring favorites such as

Celqstrina ebenina, Anthocharis midea,
Incisalia henrici, Pieris virginiensis

and 5 swallowtail species were already
flying in the 1last week in March. P.
virginiensis was more abundant than I have
ever seen it in the Bullitt Co. spot we
call "Bearcamp Road," and this species was
finally added to the Jefferson Co. list by
captures in 3 spots in the county: Valley

Station (Apr. 7, by student Gregg Miller),

River Road area (Apr. 8, by Doug Durbin),
and Anchorage (Apr. 13, by Burt L. Monroe
Jr.). Eric Metzler visited from Ohio on
Apr. 12 to sample the local collecting,
and we recorded 27 butterfly species,
including Cyllopsis gemma, Anaea andria,
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Weldon). VYin-rei took every opportunity to
set up her camp stool and sketch flowers,
usually taking along the flower to use
later to complete the job.

Qur second night was spent as guests of
Dr. & Mrs. Howard V. Weems Jr. in
Gainesville, FL, with a visit next morning
to the Fla. Collection of Arthropods which
Dr. Weems and his staff have built into
one of the biggest and best curated in
North America. We then drove to Homestead
and Camp Owaissa Bauer, where we spent the
nights. While there, we were
joined by Dana Gring, Tom Carr, John Rig-
genbach, and Dr. Frank Hedges, who spent
part of the time with us, and part on their
own. HWe also had a visit from Duffy and
Patti Bledsoe, former U. of L. students and
early members of this Society. They are
raising 3 fine kids in the Ft. Lauderdale
area, where Duffy has a business managing
schedules for a group of 7 physicians. Our
Homestead collecting included Camp Owaissa
Bauer where we found Papilio cresphontes,
Eurema dina, Phoebis agarithe, Pontia
protodice, Ascia monuste, Eumaeus -atala,

and all the species Tisted above. The
season thus started early, and of this
writing remains early. Loran Gibson
reported taking a Catocala dulciola at Big
Bone Lick State Park on 9 June - much
earlier than the dates on which he has
taken it in the past. The wet, humid
weather 1lately has been excellent for
growth of foodplants and the Lepidoptera
on which they feed.

May 11 saw the departure for Florida of
a group of 5 students, plus Yin-rei Hicks,
Chuck Covell, and his dad, on the third
“Subtropical Field Entomology" course (the
others were 1in 1978 and 1982). After a
first night in Perry, GA, we visited spots
where pickerel weed grows along Rt. 82 in
Atkinson Co. near Pearson. I had found
some interesting skippers there in May,
1974 (written up in J. Lepid. Soc. 29 (2):
129), and we found most of  them there
again: 0. maculata, E. dion alabamae,
Poanes aaroni howardi, and Atrytone logan.
These, with PapiTio palamedes and other
species made for a good introduction to
coastal plain collecting for members of
the class (Pete Coffman, Paul Johnson,
Rob Mattingly, Troy Payne, and Rick

Electrostrymon angelia, Tmolus azia (taken
by T. Carr), P. m-album, Calycopis cecrops,
Marpesia petreus, Eunica monima, Siproeta
stelenes, H. charitonius, D. ijulia, A.
vanillae, Urbanus dorantes, efc., plus
Ascalapha odorata and just a few other good
moths at night (it had been very dry). We
visited the IFAS station for a tour of the
research facilities, and also walked the
Gumbo Limbo and Anhinga trails at Royal
Palm Hammock in Everglades National Park.
We drove down the keys, and saw at least 2
Papilio aristodemus ponceanus on Key Largo,
and further down caught Strymon martialis,
S. acis bartrami, Anaea floridalis,
Brephidium pseudofea and Euphyes pilatka
among other species on Big Pine Key. A
visit to Stock Island was too late in the
day for us to catch much; but we recorded
Epargyreus zestos, Cymaenes tripunctus,
Papilio cresphontes, and a few other
species before repairing to Key West for
dinner. '

Leaving Homestead on May 16, we drove to
Sarasota for a visit at the Allyn Museum of
Entomology, with a tour of the collections
presented by Jackie Miller. That night and
(to pg. 3)




