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15th Annual Meeting -
A Rousing Success

The festivities conmenced on
Friday, November 18, with a graciously
hosted open house. Charlie and Betty
Covell out-did themselves in welcoming
us to their home for the fine fellowship
which followed. Charlie topped the
evening off by sharing a slide show of

his recent trip to Costa Rica with us.

The annual meeting was called to
order at 1:35 p.m. by Dr. Covell on
Saturday, November 19. Our President,
Roy Rings, was vacationing in Acapulco
and unable to attend (the meeting date
was changed at a late date due to
scheduling conflicts). However, Roy
officially welcomed the membership via
letter.

The husiness portion of the meeting
included a Treasurer's Report (by
Covell; current balance of $477.32), an
exhortat.ion for increased participation
in submitting articles for the
newsletter (MclInnis), and a review of
our 1988 collecting trips by Field
Coordinator, Loran Gibson. A somewhat
spirited debate ensued as to whether or
not the newsletter was a valid source
for the Zoological Record. Consensus
reflected the opinion that newsletters
and other vehicles, not subject to peer
review, should be invalid as sources.

The nominating committee, Jim
Merritt~-Chairman, nominated the
following slate of officers for 1989:

President: GCeorge Balogh/John Calhoun
Sec/Treas: C. V. Covell, Jr.

Editor: Mike McInnis

Field Trip Coordinator: lLoran Gibson

George Balogh and the balance of the
Nominating Committee's slate were
elected to serve during 1939.

An amendment to our constitution
was offered by Mike McInnis (as proxy
for our President, Roy Rings). The
amendment was approved such that
article 6b now reads:

6b. RAwards shall be issued pursuant
to recommendation by the Board
of Directors and passage by a
majority vote of the members
present at an annual meeting.

Plans were made for a field trip
to the Red River Gorge, Menifee County,
on June 24, 1983. The target species
will be Calephelis borealis.

On our fifteenth anniversary, our
founders, C. V. Covell and Richard
Henderson, were honored by the
membership with a presentation of
"Founder's Memorial Plaques". Many
thanks to Charlie and Richard for their
efforts in creating this organization
which has provided so much enjoyment
for all of us.

Our meeting was highlighted by Dr.
John M. Burns''‘'presentation of
"American Hesperiidae: Skippering
Through Fuzzy Species". Dr. Burns'
humorous and thought provoking
examination of Erynnis will be long




remembered. Other presentations were
made by George Balogh (collecting in
Michigan and Wisconsin), Roger Zebold
(Butterfly World), John Calhoun
(abundance of Pontia Protodice in Chio)
and Charles Watson (collecting in
Clemson Woods, S.C.). B

It was a fantastic meeting,
attended by members representing eight
states. After Charlie's dissemination
of door prizes, we adjourned for dinner
at Mastersons, a nearby restaudrant.

AN ANGULIFERA CLOUDBURST

Warren Herb Wagner, Jr.
and Michael K. Hansen

It pays to be patient. As the
saying goes, "It never rains but it
pours." In my (WHW) travels in the
Appalachian region through the years, I
have occasionally seen the nocturnal
males of tulip tree moths, Callosamia
angulifera, on walls and signs around
lights, but never had I seen a female in
the wild. Several years ago, on July
15, 1985, we (WHW and MKH) were
botanizing near Pikeville, Pike County,
Kentucky. The weather was extremely hot
and muggy, and there has been some rain.
We reached the motel where we were to
stay, west of Pikeville, after dark.

One thing we immediately noticed were
dozens of detached wings of large moths
scattered around below the lights of the
motel, which was at the top of a high
hill. The fragments included many wings
of angulifera. We sensed that this must
represent a major flight, and the moths,
attracted to the motel lights at night
and attaching themselves to the walls
and walkways, were being eaten wholesale
early in the morning by birds. We
discussed it with the desk-person at the
motel, and were told that moths had
appeared by the hundreds over the past
several nights, and it was necessary to
sweep up the mess in the morning after
the birds had come.

Not to be outdone by the birds, we
got up around 5:30 a.m., when it was

still dark, and we walked around the
buildings. Sure enough, along with
such other large moths as lunas,
imperials, regals, underwings, and
sphingids, there were dozens and dozens
of tulip tree moths, far more females
than males. From these we selected 56
females but only 11 males, because the
latter were mostly worn. We released
or ignored the rest. The series of
females showed quite a bit of
variability -- several of them almost
as dark as angulifera males; several
others were pale-orange like C.
securifera females. Some had a pinkish
blush on the forewings. Later, when we
left the motel with our specimens, I
scoffed at the birds that had, by this
time, done their destruction. It
seemed far better that the doomed moths
ended up in an insect case that
ultimately will be donated to a public
research collection: than mangled in a
bird's crop, their rejected wings
scattered about by the wind.

ADDITIONS TO THE KENTUCKY FAUNAL LIST

C. V. Covell, Jr.

The Kentucky list of Lepidoptera
now stands at 2,220 species. The
following records have recently been
added.

Dyseriocrania griseocapitella (Wlsm.)
ERIOCRANIIDAE 9854
3
Bullitt Co., Bernheim Forest, May 4-8,
1976 (Malaise trip), A. J. Brownell,
det. D. Davis

Amydria dyarella (Dietz)
TINEIDAE 9597
333

Bell Co., July 19, 1975, A. J.
Brownell.

Monopsis crocicapitella (Clemens)
TINEIDAE 9635
415
Specimen in USNM coll., det. Don Davis,
labeled "Ky." and "Aug. Busek Coll."




Mompha circumscriptella (Zeller)
MOMPHIDAE 7750
1434

Hickman Co., Columbus-Belmont
Battlefield St. Park, June 21, 1980, J.
S. Nordin, det. R. W. Hodges. Also
taken by L. D. Gibson in Christian Co.
on June 27, 1981.

Endothenia infuscata (Heinrich)
TORTRICIDAE 6628
2742
Gallatin Co., Markland Dan, Aug. 3,
1988, L. D. Gibson, det. C. V. Covell.

Eucosma cocana (Kearfott)
TORTRICIDAE 6826
3072
Powell Co., Red River Gorge, May 14,
1888, L. D. Gibson, det. C. V. Covell.

Eucosma rusticana (Kft.)
TORTRICIDAE 6980
3125

Bullitt co., 7 miles E. of
Shepherdsville, July 9, 1988, D. J.
Wright, det. C. V. Covell.

Cydia garacana (Kft.)
TORTRICIDAE 7269
3457
Gallatin Co., Markland Dan, Aug. 3,
1988, L. D. Gibson, det. C. V. Covell.

Meroptera cviatella (Dyar)
PYRATLIDAE 6182
5786
Same as garacana, det. M. A. Solis.

Caudellia albovitella (Dyar)
PYRALIDAE 6377
. 6013
Meade Co., Otter Creek Park, Oct. 11,
1986, B. S. Nichols, det. M. A. Solis.

Lithophane disposita (Morrison)
NOCTUIDAE 2225
9892
Powell Co., RRG, 0.8 mi. E of Nada
Tunnel, Nov. 4, 1988, L. D. Gibson.

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
SECRETARY-TREASURER

C. V. Covell, Jr.

We are saddened by the news of the
death December 27, 1988, of Dr. William
"Bill" Tilden of San Jose, California,
a long-time friend, author, and expert
on North American butterflies. Gifts
in his memory may be sent to the
Lepidopterists' Society Memorial Fund,
care of Jim Tuttle, Treasurer of the
Lepidopterists' Society.

The Ohio Lepidopterists held a
gala 10th anniversary meeting January
13-15 in Columbus, beginning with an
open house at Dave and Kay Iftner's.
The meeting was held in excellent rooms
at a Red Carpet Inn near Eric Metzler's
house, and the featured speaker was Dr.
Paul A. Opler. A banquet that evening
was held at the Inn, and a brunch for
those who still were in the area was
attended next day. Several slide
presentations were given, and I had the
pleasure of distributing door prizes.

I also collected a great deal of data
on Ohio Geometridae for the Ohio
Lepidoptera Survey project. There were
67 in attendance, and two TV stations
sent crews to cover the proceedings.

In 1988, a total of 1,216

" specimens of Lepidoptera were donated

to the University of Louisville
collection, some of them representing
species new to the state or to the

~ collection. Many thanks to all of you

who gave this fine material.

I have been informed that Dr.
Larry Gall considers the moth figured
as Catocala miranda in the Field Guide
to Moths (Pl. 34, fig. 8) to be in fact
miranda, not orba, as in my errata
sheets, That was welcome news!

With the addition of new state
records recently identified, the
Kentucky Lepidoptera list now stands at
2,232 species. We now have 64
families, with the addition of the
Eriocraniidae.




