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EDITORS' NOTES

In order to remedy some of the problems
associated with issue 16:1 I have switched to
a different printer and chosen an opadque
paper with more sizing. The paper used for
this issue is 100% recycled from waste paper,
unbleached and acid free. Since it is
unbleached, the clays and inks from the waste
paper are incorporated into the new paper
giving it an off-white color. The
manufacturing of this paper uses less water,
fewer chemicals and produces one tenth. as
mich solid waste.

In the last issue there was a note about
supporting the BAmerican Association For
Zoological Nomenclature (AAZN). We received
only one donation. If some of you were
thinking about doing so please send your
donation by July 1a. If there is an
insufficient number of responses, monies will
be refunded or go towards the production of
the newsletter (in concurrence with the
member's wishes).

I received nothing for inclusion into
the newsletter by the deadline of April 21
set in the last issue. This has caused a
four week delay for this issue.
Unfortunately, there is no back-log of
articles from which to generate the
newsletter. Please take the time to write
and submit articles. Most of you have
collecting trip stories, unusual finds,
rearing tips, etc. of which you could write.

You may notice a change in the way
species are now listed in the newsletter.
When possible, each species will be followed
by the number designated for it in the Check
List Of The Lepidoptera Of America North Of
Mexico (MONA).

For those of you using computers, please
send your articles on disk in ASCII format.

I will gladly provide you with a disk and a

mailer. This is not required but it would
help a great deal. Again, I welcome any
articles, complaints or suggestions. Please
submit your contributions for 16:3 by July
31, 1990.

I plan to write an index for the
Rentucky Lepidopterist from the first issue
to the present. I will begin work on the
index in a few weeks. I plan on using LOTUS
123, version 2.0 to do the initial sorting
and then import the text into WORD PERFECT
5.0. Any suggestions on format or
alternative computer programs would be
greatly appreciated. I hope to have the
index completed in time for the fall meeting.

DERMATITIS FROM MOTH CONTACT

According to the JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (May 9, 1990), last fall
on the island of Cozumel, Mexico, there was
an outbreak of dermatitis among hotel
employees. During interviews with test
groups, the Secretariat of Health from the
Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP)
found several persons believed they had
acquired their symptoms after contact with
moths. Great numbers of moths had been seen
during October and November but were absent
at the time of notification on December 5.

A second outbreak occurred &uring the
first week in January. = During this time
great numbers of moths were once again seen.
Tests using some of these moths were
conducted by FETP. A saturniid moth, Hylesia
alinda Druce was found to cause dermatitis on
human test subjects.
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In the past, outbreaks of dermatitis
associated with members of the genus Hylesia
have been reported from Mexico, Peru and
Venezuela. Two such outbreaks in Mexico were

associated with large increases in Hylesia
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populations. They were believed to have
resulted from greatly decreased populations
of parasites after natural disasters
(volcanic eruption in 1982 and hurricane in
1988).

Control measures suggested by FETP
included the wuse of insecticide in hotel
border areas, yellow insect-repelling bulbs
and trapping. Another outbreak is expected
when the next generation of the moth emerges.
They believe it will take a year for parasite
populations to increase to the point where
the H. alinda population is returned to
normal.

A BETTER SESIID TRAP
by Leroy C. Koehn

Sesiid moths were difficult to collect
prior to the use of pheromones. With the use
of pheromones it became rather easy to
attract them. At the time, pheromones were
placed on a piece of fabric or rubber band
and pinned to the collector's clothing or net
rim. However, most sesiids, when flying,
resemble wasps. Their wasp-like appearance
and rapid flight confused many collectors.
By the time a collector realized they were
sesiids, they were gone.

The advent of the STICKY TRAP (Baggett
1986) made collecting even easier. The
pheromones attracted moths which became
entangled in the stickum. Removing the
fragile moths was difficult. Once removed
they had to be cleaned with solvent before
mounting. The phrase " I'm stuck on sesiids"
took on a whole new meaning.

Earlier this spring, Hermann Flacshka of
Decatur, GA, introduced me to the MULTI-PHER
series of pheromone traps (Figs. 1 & 2). I
purchased several of the MULTI-PHER 1 series
of traps and all three of the rheromone lures
available. I began using them in my yard
this spring. 1In less than 10 days I had
taken nine species of sesiids. This was
accomplished in the concrete and asphalt
world of Coral Springs, FL! I'm looking
forward to trying them in the Hammocks and
Keys! The traps and pheromones can be

2

obtained from; GREAT LAKES IPM, 10220 Church
Rd. NE, Vestburg, MI 48891. Write for a

catalog. For less than $50.00, you can
purchase three traps and all ‘three
Pheromones.

LITERATURE CITED

Baggett, Dave. 1986. Easy-To-Make Phercmone
Traps For Sesiids. Southern Lepidopterists!
News. 8:10. ) ’ o o

0o
0o

Fig. 1. The Multi-Pher series trap. A. Lid
with tabs for Thanging. B. Pheromone cage
which inserts into the 1id. The phercmone
is pipned inside the cage. C. Phercmone

lure. D. Funnel with vapona attached. E.
Holding container which is held in the 1lid.
The moth is lured to the trap by the
phercmone and becomes trapped. The vapona

is heavier than air and remains effective in
the container without affecting the
pheromone. The vapona quickly and easily
knocks down the moths.

~ MAKING PICKS FOR SPREADING
LEPIDOPTERA by Charles V. Covell, jr.

When you want to spread butterflies and

moths, it is necessary to pull their wings

into the desired position prior to fastening
paper or using threads over the wings to
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- sticks as thin as you can

hold them in place. Insect pins work well
for this purpose, providing that the
specimens are rather large. However, unless
you have learned to use size 0 to 000 pins
for small Lepidoptera, another more
satisfactory device is needed.

I learned to make the "spreading picks"
described below when I visited Dr. J. G.
Franclemont at Cornell University in 1963.
I credit him with the initial design. You
may wish to vary it, as I have done on some
occasions. But here is the basic procedure.

To make these picks you need a supply of
minuten nadeln, the tiny headless pins used
for mounting microlepidoptera. "“Minutens"
come in 2 sizes, the thinner .15 mm
diamater, and the thicker .20 mm diameter.
For strength, the latter is probably the
better choice for most applications. Strong
forceps, such as pinning forceps, or fine
pPliers need to be handy. And you need a bax
of kitchen matches and a sharp knife or

razor blade (single edge recommended) with
which to cut them.

First select as many match sticks as you
intend to prepare. At least 4 are
necessary; 8 better. Be sure the wood is
perfectly straight in grain in matches
selected, as they will not break easily
during trimming.

Next, begin to whittle down the match
while still
leaving enough diameter to hold a minuten.
Length can be that of the match stick (after
burning off the chemicals), or shorter. I
prefer a length about that of the stick
behind the combustibles. Whittling can be
done with the sharp knife, an Exacto knife,
or a razor blade. You might wish to try
fine sandpaper to assist you in this part
of the task.

Having prepared the wooden handles as
described ahove, you must next prepare the
minutens. You want to push the blunt end of
the pin up into one end of the stick so that
no more than about 1-2 mm of pin projects
from the stick. To do this, you must wick
off about 2-3 mm of the blunt end of the pin

before inserting it. You can hold the blunt
end firmly in the strong forceps or pliers
and wick it back and forth until it breaks;
or you can use strong, sharp tin snips to cut
the pin. I use the former method.

Finally, grasp the minuten close to the
blunt end with forceps or pliers and push it
straight and firmly up into the soft wood of
the shaved-down match stick until it is well
seated with just the 1-2 mm of sharp end
projecting. This done, the pick is ready for
long service and the tip will not bend
unless you press it strongly against the
pinning board or some other hard object.
The minuten, being so thin, will leave holes
in the wings of Lepidoptera that are ;
generally invisible. And such a pick is a
must for moving the wings of micros without
damaging them.

Other variations include using sealing
wax to mount minutens in the end of very thin
glass tubing (capillary tubes, or slightly
larger). These picks work, but are heavier
than the wooden ones and thus camnnot as
easily be left temporarily placed through
wings into the spreading board wood during
the setting process.

¥We would like to hear your variations and
ideas on this topic.

NEWS AND NOTES

E.W. Classey, Ltd. has overstocks in the
BUTTERFLIES OF THE WORLD series by Bernard
D'Abrera and have offered them at a reduced
price. ORIENTAL REGION PART 2: NYMPHALIDAE,
SATYRIDAE, RMATHUSITDAE is reduced from L 125
to L 75. NEOTROPTICAL, REGION PART 1:
PAPILIONIDAE & PTERIDAE is reduced from L 97
to L 75. They are brand new copies. They
also have some copies of the out-of-print
AFRO-TROPICAL REGION at L 140. Payment must
accampany order. \Write E.W. Classey Ltd., -
P.0. Box 93, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7DR
ENGLAND. :

-The latest fascicle in THE MOTHS OF
AMERICA NORTH OF MEXICO series is currently
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