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EDITORS' NOTES

The Index To The Kentucky Lepidopterist:
Volumes 1-16 is coming along slowly. I doubt
I'll have it done in time for the meeting.
I'm using Lotus 123 to do the initial
sorting. I will transfer the final draft into
Wordperfect 5.0. Any suggestions for the
index would be appreciated.

I received nothing for inclusion in this
issue by the deadline of July 31, 1990! I
finally had enough for this issue as of
October 11. This has caused a 10 week delay
in the publishing of the newsletter. This
has happened with every issue in volume 16.
I considered making this issue both Number 3
& 4. We need to be more timely. To do this,
we need YOUR submissions. This is your
newsletter. We would like to add more pages
but this is not yet possible. The deadline
for 16:4 is December 7, 1990. I had to push
it back to allow for this late issue. T
welcome any correspondence, submissions,
and/or suggestions.

LEARNING TO RELAX: NOTES ON RELAXING
BOXES by Charles V.Covell,Jr.

One of the most critical technologies for

a lepidopterist wishing to spread specimens

well is that of softening, or "relaxing,'
specimens in a satisfactory way. I confess
that when I first formed a collection as a
teenager I did not know that dried butter-

flies could be relaxed and set on a spreading

board at any time in the future. Many more
people would become involved in collecting
Lepidoptera if they knew how to soften and
spread dried specimens. ' '

There are many containers one can select
as a "relaxer.™ Containers such as glass
refrigerator dishes, plastic dishes, one-

gallon crocks,

tobacco tins, and jars of
various sizes. 1 have seen or used all of
these. The main requirement is the ability
to keep the moist inside from drying out, so
that ‘once the inside "environment" is
balanced to your satisfaction, it can be
maintained. I would not choose tobacco cans
or other similar containers as they rust.
The many kinds of plastic containers
(Tupperware and clones) today make container
choice the least of your problems.

Once you have chosen a container, you
must next put a layer of water-absorbing -
material in the bottom. I use layers of
paper toweling; but I have seen sand used, as
well as other absorbent materials. This
layer must be at least a quarter-inch deep,
to hold enough moisture to do the job.

The absorbent layer is then wetted with
enough water to dampen it thoroughly.
However, do not allow excess water in the
container as this will make the relaxer too
wet. Next, add your anti-mold chemical. We
use phenol {carbolic acid) in solution,
adding drops over the surface of the wet
paper toweling. Crystals of thymol or
paradicholorobenzene can be sprinkled there
instead. I do not like Lysol, because of its
odor; and I question its ability to retard
mold. Naphthalene may work, but I cannot
recommend it at this time. I'd be interested
in hearing about other chemicals that work
well.

BAbove the prepared surface I place a
cardboard sheet - usually file folder card.
This provides a platform for specimens so
they will not come in contact with the moist
paper toweling. I have seen quarter-inch-
square screening used, arranged about a half-
inch above the moist surface. If made of
card, this platform will need changing from
time to time.

It is best to close the 1id down tightly

on your relaxer and leave it for a day or two
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before putting in any specimens. If water
droplets form on the sides and top inside, it
is too wet. Swab off the droplets, leave the
lid off for an hour or so, and shut it again.
Repeat these procedures until you feel that
the humidity inside is 100%, but that no
water will collect on the sides, top, or
specimens.

Now put your specimens in the box. Many
variations are used at this point. Olaf
Mielke says skippers will be soft enough to
spread easily after 48 hours in the box, but
he removes them from envelopes. Stan Nicolay
has moist paper toweling he places over the
specimens, but leaves them in envelopes while
they soften. If you are softening a specimen
on a pin, be sure not to leave it too long,
as black pins will rust after a couple of
days. Of course, the more expensive {(but
duller) stainless steel pins don't present
the rust problem.

I find that in a properly balanced
relaxer most butterflies and medium-sized
moths need about 48 hours to soften properly.
Tiny moths and the smallest butterflies will

be ready to spread in sbout a day. Very.

large-bodied moths like Baturniidae, and some
of the largest skippers and butterflies may
take a third day to be limp enough to spread.
One learns to gauge the time after a little
experience.

. Problems come when you put too many
specimens in to spread, and then don't get to
them for a week or more. Very often these
will get too wet and discolor, or mold will
finally develop. They may even rot, and
disintegrate when you try to spread them.
There have been times when the moisture-
chemical balance has been so good that even
after several weeks the specimens are still
in good shape and can be successfully spread.

After you select a specimen from your
relaxer, test it to see if it is properly
softened. You should be able to manipulate
the wings easily - even blow on them and see
movement. Of course, those wings will never
be as pliable as when you place freshly
caught specimens in a relaxer for an
overnight softening before setting; but wings
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must be relaxed enough to you can spread the
specimen without ripping it apart. Another
tip: close the relaxer promptly after your
selection, to maintain that balance of
moisture as long as possible.

¥Well, I hope this has helped you learn
to relax. Let me know if you have further
comments on this subject!

OBITUARY: Siegfried Scholz
(1899-1990) by Richard Henderson

Siegfried Scholz was born on December
15, 1899 in Hamburg, Germany and died in
Louisville, Kentucky on March 25, 1990 at
Humana Hospital. Scholz, a retired
carpenter, came to this country in 1967 and
continued his, and our, beloved pursuit of
acquiring and studying Lepidoptera. Being an
avid moth “nightbutterflies" collector,
Scholz wasted no time and began collecting at
nearby Waverly Park in Valley Station, KY.
Riding a bicycle to a spot in the forest
almost every other evening, he would be out
there collecting. To put it in his words, "I
must see what is good and what is interesting
for collector".

He was a charter member of The Society
of Kentucky Lepidopteriste in 1974. Scholz,
his father, and his father's father were all
Lepidopterists, making this hobby more than
a fancy but a family tradition, with the
highest priority on the noctuid moths and
their relatives.

¥When I first met Scholz in 1970, I was
what one might call Ygreen" as a moth
collector; using feeble methods and
apparatus, but learned sharply from his
knowledge and experience. Over the years
until 1987, I learned from him, while on moth
forays, such things as good nights to
collect, the best light to use, the right -
Place to put the light and the right
direction to aim it, and many other
resourceful things such as the use of banana
flavoring (amyl acetate) on his black light
setup to attract bait feeding moths; a hic
wattage mercury vapor lamp for summer nigh
and a low wattage one for late fall, wint




