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EDITORS' NOTES

The writing of an index proceeds
slowly. Some issues have a couple of
"hundred taxa listed. I hope to be finished
this summer.

We are starting to receive some input
for the newsletter. I really appreciate the
help that many of you have given. We still
don't have a backlog but we haven't had to
combine issues yet either. Those of you who
still contemplate writing an article or two
are encouraged to do so. I would still like
to have a regular column dealing with some
taxon and describing identification
characters, some life history, flight
period, collection methods, and habitat. I
think this would be extremely helpful and
encourage some members to aid in increasing
the knowledge of our fauna.

The deadlines for the rest of wvolume 17
and the first part of volume 18 (tentatlve)
are as follows:

17:3 August 1, 1991
17:4 October 20, 1991
18:1 January 15, 1992
18:2 May 15, 1992.

Please note these dates for submission for
the newsletter.

Due to the lack of interest (read that
NO interest) the survey form mentioned in
16:4 and 17:1 was not printed. 1I'd rather
not waste the paper if people aren't
interested. If you have a differing opinion
or would like to offer suggestions please

write or call me at (502) 583-5835. My -

machine always answers so please speak after
the tone and I'll pick up. It may shout
some Monty Python at you first so be
prepared.

FURTHER NOTES ON USING HYPODERMIC

" NEEDLES by L.P. Grey

Following on with J. M. Kemp's
description of his uses of hypodermic
needles (Ky. Lep. 17:1), I venture to add
these personal notes:

The standard needle used by physicians
in my area is 25 or 27 gauge, a bit large
but good for relaxing sphingids, saturniids
and other big game. The principal effort, I
think, should be to avoid the almost
inevitable staining and "soaking" which
results if large and very dry specimens are
left in a relaxing box until the wings
become pliable. Legs and antennae will
soften overnight but wings remain too stiff
to work with. Then is the time the water
injection "pays off". Hit "right between
the eyes". With a bit of practice one will
feel the needle entering the hollow area in
the mesothorax. However, the injection can
easily stain the specimen as would a long
immersion in a relaxing box, so the
technique requires care. Paper toweling
should be used, grasping the insect's body
after the injection to be sure any surplus
water is absorbed. In addition, always pry
open the wings a bit to be sure no drop has
penetrated to the upper side of the thorax.
If a drop has penetrated, puff away or
remove with the toweling. Be very chary of
the amount of water injected. Then put the
specimen back in the original envelope for
ten minutes or so. After this treatment,
the largest, driest and most recalcitrant
giants are amenable to be spread.

I never use a hypo on the smaller fry
(noctuids, etc.); the old faithful relaxing
box usually does everything needed to get
out stored papered specimens with only
occasional staining.
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Skippers, blue butterflies and green
geometrids need special expertise which
might be aided by some injection technique
(?) but I leave this to others, my expertise
here being inconsequential.

For work with large specimens it might
pay to buy a good glass plunger syringe, 2
cc. (Kemp's 3 cc. sounds like a biggie), to
use exclusively for water injections.

Most of my work is done with 30 gauge
needles. Pediatricians use them on small
children. I would use 32 gauge needles if I
could locate any. Also, I use the 1 cc.
"throwaways" with rubber plungers. They can
be used repeatedly if cared for properly.

This brings up the caution, omitted
from Kemp's article. Hypodermic needles and
syringes require some care. ‘This 'is
especially true when used, as I do, for work
on genitalic dissections with
chemicals and dyes. ’

Contrary to what one might expect, the
syringe should never be left to dry out, but
always stored with fluid in the barrel.
Even the all-glass types will "freeze". BAny
used with chemical solutions are also
subject to clogging. These should be rinsed
with a couple partial fillings of isopropyl
alcohol and then partly filled with more of
the same, for storage. This is all-
important for the "throwaways" with rubber
plungers. True, very fine wire cleaners are
available from hypodermic supply houses, but
the needles seldom clog if cared for as
suggested.

My principal use of hypodermic needles,
in making dissections for genitalic slides,
is another topic. I hope to address this in
an article to follow later.

\

SOME ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON THE USE
OF HYPODERMIC NEEDLES by Roderick R. Irwin

In Illinois the wsale and wuse of
hypodermic needles and syringes, and their
possession, is rigidly controlled by state

10

various

statute. Exception is made for those
engaged in "scientific research," but T
don't know if the mere collecting of insects

. qualifies as such. A first conviction is a

misdemeanor, but a second is a felony. As a
research affiliate of the Illinois Natural
History Survey, I've always believed (and
hoped) that my own case fell within the
research provisions of the law, but I hope
it is never put to the test. I'm afraid
that the definition of such research would
be the perogative of law enforcement
authorities who might not be "gung-ho" vis-
a-vis drug laws, but would also be ignorant
of the nature of legitimate uses such as
were ably put forth by Mr. Kemp. I'm
particularly leery of the idea of the idea
of "keeping several in your auto". BAs [Ky
Leps] membership extends beyond the state of
KY, this may well be a matter to consider.

[Ed. note: I too have been using hypodermics
for some time. I must admit that I never
thought that the possession and use of them
may be illegal. It would be a good idea to
check with the officials in your state
before stocking up on needles for the
collecting season. Remember too that many
states have very broad laws regarding the
possession of "drug paraphernalia". I
called the state police here in KY and was
told that while it may spark some concern
with some officers that the wuse and
possession of hypodermics for use such as
that in Jonathon Kemp's article shouldn't
cause major problems. I have been pulled
over late at night in rural areas. Usually
when I have told officers of my collecting
activities it has raised a. few eyebrows.
Keep in mind that to many, "bug" collecting
is an unusual activity.]

SPRING COLLECTING IN THE NEW JERSEY
PINELANDS by Ira Radbourne

The state of New Jersey has a diverse
lepidopterous fauna. Habitats range from
the Northern mixed pine-deciduous forests of
the highlands, to the coastal plains, with
its sand dunes community. Perhaps the most
interesting is New Jersey's Pine Barrens.




