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I'd like to thank those of you who sent
in items for the newsletter. A couple of
articles must wait for the next issue. It
would be nice to have even more. About a
year ago I asked if there would be any
persons interested in writing articles on
specific taxa (large or small) so that we
could run a reqular feature. I've received
a couple of requests for such articles but
no volunteer authors. Are there any takers?

Take note of the annual meeting info
immediately following this section. These
plans were only recently finalized.

As always, submissions on any aspect of
lepidopterology are welcome. Thoses using
computers are requested to submit items on
computer disk (either 5-1/4 or 3-1/2). The
tentative deadlines for the next two issues
are as follows:

18:1 January 15, 1992

18:2 April 15, 1992.
Please take note of the month change for
18:2. For items of a timely nature please
keep in mind that the newsletter is
delivered to the printer roughly one week
after the deadline. It will then take about
4 working days to get into the mail.

PAUL OPLER TO HEADLINE 18TH
ANNUAL MEETING

The 18th Annual Meeting of the Society
will be held Friday night and Saturday,
November 15-16. As usual, Friday night
activities will be a party at the Covells’®,
with informal slide fest. Time is 8-11 P.M.
Place is 2333 Brighton Drive (Brighton at
Montrose), Louisville, KY (Brighton Drive

intersects with Bardstown Rd., 2nd traffic
light north of I-265 at Gardiner Lane
Shopping Center). All family and
significant others are invited! Bring any
short slide program you wish to share.

Saturday morning at 9:30 AM we meet in
Room 321, Life Sciences Bldg., at  the
University of Louisville. Bring items to be
identified, -and anything you wish to show,
swap, or sell. Take the opportunity to
view the University of Louisville
Lepidoptera collection and things others
bring. We will have coffee and doughnuts
available.

At 1:00 we will have a short business
meeting. President Roger Zebold will
unfortunately miss the meeting, so it will
be conducted by the Secretary/Treasurer.
After a brief recess, we will proceed with a
talk by Dr. Paul A. Opler, a "Kentucky
Lepidopterist" since 1975. Paul will talk

to us about "Difficult Identification
Problems in Eastern North American
Butterflies." He will also refer to

progress on his totally rewritten and re-
illustrated A Field Guide to the Butterflies
of Eastern North BAmerica, which will
replace the 1951 Klots edition. He is also
an accomplished microlepidopterist, as well
as author (with Dr. George Krizek, also a
member of our club), of Butterflies East of
the Great Plains. He was the pioneer
entomologist in U.S. Office of Endangered
Species before he moved up to another
position with the Dept. of the Interior.
Living in Fort Ceollins, Colorado, Paul is
also an Editor of American Entomologist
(magazine for members of the Entomological
Society of BAmerica), a co-editor of the
Xerces Society July 4th Butterfly Counts,
an officer in AIBS, and a correspondent
friend of Charlie Covell's dating back to
the late '50s when we were budding bug
enthusiasts.
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Following Paul's talk and question,
there will be our traditional open floor
for short talks, slide presentations, and
"show-and-tell" presentations by members
present. We will also see a video about
Butterfly World in Florida, thanks to Ron
Boender. Then comes our annual Door Prize
drawing (please contribute something for
this). Afterwards we will adjourn to
Masterson's Restaurant, where those wishing
to will dine together.

This will be an excellent program, as
any of you who have heard Dr. Opler before
can attest. He, I, and others will be there
to help you with any identifications or
questions you may have about your
butterflies and moths, or topics relevant to
Lepidoptera. Please let me know of your
plans to attend, and make every effort to
join wus!
information upon request.

Charles V. Covell Jr.

Dept. of Biology,

Univ. of Louisville

Louisville, KY 40292-0001

(502) 588-6771 (work); 456-6122 (home)

A BUTTERFLY "BIG DAY"
by Bark Mcnroe and Burt L. Monroe, Jr.

In recent years, interest in
butterflying (our term parallel to that of
"hirding") has increased to the point that
the Xerces Society established the "Fourth
of July" butterfly counts, - with
specifications and rules essentially the
same as those for the Christmas Bird Counts.
These bird counts were established almost a
hundred years ago and have risen in
popularity to the point that more than 1500
counte involving 50,000 birders are now
taken annually during the Christmas vacation
period; by comparison, the butterfly counts,
centered around the Fourth of July, have
been in existence only a few years, although

we have taken at least one in Kentucky over

the past three years.

For a good portion of the decade, we
have traveled about Kentucky attempting
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I will send maps and motel

to cover all counties for butterflies.
Generally, we cover two counties per day in
the field, driving back roads at random
looking for good butterfly spots. A good
day in the early fall, and perhaps alsoc in
early summer, will yield a count of species
in the 40's, similar to that achieved by
several groups during the Fourth of July
counts. - It has occurred to us that about
the only fun and competitive activity in
birds that has not be duplicated in
butterflies has been the birding "big day."
During the peak of the spring migration in
early May (the time of year with the

- potential for the maximum number of species

of birds in Kentucky), individual groups
attempt to list the greatest number of
species in one day. The basic rules are
that you must choose one calendar day, stay
within the state, and stay together. A
birding group will usually consist of 2-4
persons in one car, so that the "95%" ‘rule
can be met (every individual in the group
must see or hear 95% of the total species,
else the count total is reduced
accordingly). This prevents the event from
becoming a group affair like the Christmas
counts by keeping the participants together.
It is a most enjoyable and highly
competitive event. Currently, the Kentucky
record stands at 163 species of birds in a
single -day, set in May 1990.

August 3, 1991, started just like every
other day that we were in the field
butterflying. Our goal was to get a fall
coverage for ILogan and Todd counties in
southwestern Kentucky. We wearly on
suspected that the day might be special when
the second butterfly of the day (following
an early-flying Monarch at 8:30 a.m.) was an
Olive Hairstreak that we collected crossing
the road in Logan County. Shortly after
that, following an expected individual
Spicebush Swallowtail, the fourth butterfly
of the day was a fémale Enodia creola
sitting in the road that we also collected.

By noon we had finished our run through
Logan and Todd counties and decided to drive
into Christian County to have lunch at one
of the favorite butterfly spots in Pennyrile
State Forest (the well-known "Calephilus




