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EDITORS' NOTES

| start off by eating crow... or the
lepidopterological equivalent thereof. | misspelled Dr.
Varley E. Wiedeman's name. To make matters worse,
it isn't the first time! | misspelled his name on the first
college paper | ever wrote! It stuck with me for years
and then | let my guard down. Of course, it wasn't the
only mistake | made. You may have noticed that the
numerical designations for some of the days had "the"
attached to them instead of "th". This substitution was
made by my spell checker that | set on auto replace.
Never unleash the power of the machine without proper
supervision..

| recorded the following leps at the Grateful
Dead shows at Deer Creek, Noblesville, INDIANA on
July 19-21, 1994:

Pieris rapae (L.) (4197): Cabbage Butterfly

Colias philodice Godt. (4209): Clouded Sulphur
Colias eurytheme Bdv. (4210): Alfalfa Butterfly
Papilio cresphontes Cram. (4170): Giant Swallowtail
Catocala sp. {seen through binoculars--they were on
stage)

Eacles imperialis (Drury) (7704): Imperial Silk Moth.
This one flew up during the show and landed on Bob
Weir's amplifier. For you list makers, that brings my
list to 6 at Dead shows. Now, | wonder if | can write
the trip off? [Only kidding!!] '

This issue does not have the write up for the
July 4th Butterfly Count at Horner Wildlife Sanctuary.

‘There were a number of members who came out but

conspicuous in his absence was Squid. The next issue
will contain accounts of the count and associated fun
stuff. Also, the Butterfly Counts get published in the
North American Butterfly Association's publications.
Which prompts me tfo repeat the notice in the last
issue.

The NORTH AMERICAN BUTTERFLY v
ASSOCIATION {(NABA) has a New Members Program
designed to benefit other lep organizations. If members
of the SKL would like to join NABA, rather than

communicate directly with NABA, the SKL member
sends the dues to an SKL officer (in our case, Charles
Covell) Our treasurer then forwards all monies to
NABA. NABA in return sends a check back to SKL for
ONE-HALF THE TOTAL AMOUNT. This is a great
opportunity to join NABA and help out the Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists at the same time. NOTE:
According to NABA President Jeffrey Glassberg, the
new dues MUST be submitted by our officer NOT by
individuals. NABA dues are as follows:

Regular USA $20.00
Regular outside USA $25.00
Family/Sponsor/institution USA $30.00
Family/Sponsor/institution outside 1$35.00
Patron . '$100.00
Life member USA $350.00
Life member outside USA $400.00

NABA is a 501{c)}{3} organization and donations are tax
deductible. For further details please contact Covell
{(address and phone later in this issue).

We have now exhausted the article file. SKL
needs YOU. Please send your articles, collecting
accounts, pictures, etc., now.

LOCALITY REPORT: VICINITY OF
JACUMBA, SAN DIEGO COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA by Harry Zirlin

. This past April 2 and 3, Ira Nadborne and |
visited the area around Jacumba, Ca. This locality
appears on many of the data labels in Emmel and
Emmel's Butterflies of Southern California. We visited
the area previously in March of 1989 with the late
Chuck Bergson. \
Jacumba is a small town {(pop. 400} near the
San Diego/Imperial County border and just north of the
Mexican border. There is a clearly marked exit on
Interstate Route 8 and Jacumba itself is on Old
Highway 80. The best butterflying spots are west of
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the town itself. Try the areas 1/4 mile west (on your
right hand side going west), 3 miles west (same), five
miles west (both sides) and six miles west {left hand
side). Any of the other areas could yield good things
as well. :

The habitat is a strange jumble of boulders,
yuccas, agaves, Ceanothus bushes and buckwheat
plants with some junipers mixed in. One of the most
common butterflies here is Apodemia mormo virgulti

"(Behr){4402b)which darts around the buckwheat

plants. Also here in good numbers are Glaucopsyche
lygdamus australis Grinnell {4372), Callophrys

dumetorum (Bdv.}(4301) and a Euphydryas chalcedona

subspecies (referred to as quino (Behr){4517b) in
Emmel and Emmel but the nomenclature has become
confused).

There are also a number of interesting pierids

- flitting about including Anthocharis sara Luc. (4206),

Pontia sisymbrii (Bdv.) (4192), Euchloe hyantis (Edw.)
{4203), Falcapica lanceolata (Luc.}{4208) and Colias
alexandra harfordi Hy. Edw. (4211b) Besides G.
lygdamus australis Grinnell {4372}, there are also

lcaricia acmon(Westwood & Hewitson}(4380), Philotes
sonorensis (C.&R. Felder)(4365), Everes amyntula
(Bdv.}{4362), and G. piasus piasus (Bdv.}{4371),
which, according to Emmel and Emmel, is rare in this
county. Other lycaenids include Mitoura loki .
{Skin.}{4317), and /. augustus iroides (Bdv.}{4322c).

Several duskywings are about in the spring as
well. We identified Erynnis afranius Lint.}{3960), E.
propertius (Scudder & Burgess3949), E. funeralis
{Scudder & Burgess){3957) and E. brizo lacustra
(Wgt.}(3946¢) on this trip. Sailing over the landscape
are Papilio eurymedon Luc.(4179) and P. rudkini
Comst. (4161).

During the day there are a number of interesting
day-flying moths bombing about and good beetles too.
I'd like to get back and see what is around at night. |
suspect that Spring is the best time to visit the area but
if anyone tries another time and finds interesting things,
let us know. '

MONTEREY MONARCHS IN GEORGIA
by James M. Taylor

On October 11, 1993, Paul Cherubini called for
cooperation in a Monarch migration experiment. Paul is
a Lepidopterists' Society member in Placerville,

California, who studies migration and the mechanisms
of navigation employed by the Monarch butterfly.

Paul was in the process of netting as many
California Monarchs in one day as possible, and he
proposed sending them to me by United Parcel Next
Day Air.. He would collect a second batch the next day
and send them along. At about 300 in each mailing, |
would receive a total of 600 or so Monarchs.

On the morning of October 12 just before
10:00 a.m. United Parcel delivered a cardboard box
sealed with duct tape. Inside were two standing rows
of letter size envelopes through which three diamond-
shaped holes had been punched for ventilation. Each
envelope had 3/8" to 1/2" of space in thickness, and
each contained three or four butterflies, wings folded
upward in the normal position. A paper clip on the top
of each envelope kept the prisoners from escaping.
Also in the package were several very damp paper
towels to prevent dehydration.

| drafted my wife to help with the release, and
we took the package out to the pool deck for opening.
Usually, no more was required of us than the spreading
of the top of the envelope; the butterflies came out on
their own.

It was sunny with temperature in the high 60s
at the time of release, and most of them managed an

initial flight to nearby deck chairs, wax myrtle bushes,
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or the grass. One male's short first flight ended in the
pool, and Pauline went in after him. Only his dignity
was hurt.

The Monarchs devoted the first half-hour or so
out of the envelopes to basking, taking water from the
grass and bushes, and short, limbering-up flights. They
clustered together from the moment of release. Within
an hour clumps of them were high in the trees, and
except for a few stragglers, they were gone in another
half-hour. Astonishingly, all of them arrived alive and
left our yard under their own power.

Each butterfly was tagged with a small neon-red
sticker on the underside of each hindwing. The tag
contained a serial number, a "call collect” invitation
with a telephone number, and a Post Office box number
where Pau! can be notified of its capture.

The second day, October 13, was a carbon
copy of the first. In total, a little over 600 tagged
California Monarchs were released here on the Eastern
Seaboard. Paul personally searches the overwintering
{continued on back page) R




