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EDITORS' NOTES

When it rains it pours. Covell is
continuing to have computer problems so the
membership list is not yet ready. This also has
bumped some field trip reports to the next issue
or two as well as they are also on his computer.
The good thing is we’ll have enough for an issue
(maybe two) when the problems are resolved.

I too have had computer problems and
like Covell, have had to buy a new computer. |
dread the lengthy period of file transfer and
system setup but, once finished I'll be better off
(er...well....maybe not financially!).

The Secretary, John Enz, also had a
major overhaul on his system last week. What is
it with the computer systems of the officers?!
John had to undergo the upgrade to run the new
software and transfer the membership list into a
new database on the secretary’s system.

I hope to see many of you at the
upcoming meeting. Covell's meeting update
immediately follows this spot. Be sure to look for
the poem by Katherine Covell.

An Update on the 1996 Annual Meeting
of the Society of Kentucky

Lepidopterists
by Charles V. Covell, Jr.
Biology Department
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky USA 40272

(10 AM to 6 PM). The annual party will be at
the Covell’s (2333 Brighton Drive, Louisville,
Kentucky) from 8-11 P.M. on Friday, November
8, 1996. . '

This year’s special guest speaker will be
Dr. Richard Brown, Curator of the Mississippi
Entomological Museum. His presentation will be
entitled “Moths in the Grasslands of the mid-
South.”

Dr. Irving Finkelstein will make a
presentation on rearing Diana Fritillaries and he
also plans to bring live larvae and pupae.

If you have further questions, please contact me
via any of the following:
Charles V. Covell Jr.
cvcove01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu
PHONE: (502) 852-6771 (office)
- (502) 852-0725 (FAX);
(502) 456-6122 (home

AN ARTICLE ON THE SCARCITY

OF ARTICLES
by Jim Taylor
4 Tangle Tree Lane
Savannah, Georgia 31411

The 1996 Annual Meeting will be at the
University of Louisville, Room 321 of Life
Sciences Building, Saturday, November 9, 1996

James and Kathy Adams visited us last
week and gave me, | suppose as a house gift, a
head cold of awesome proportions. Since my
box of tissues is in the same room as my file of
Kentucky Lepidopterist , | decided to review the ‘
file between sneezes to see why we seem
unable to get out a timely newsletter. During my
reading my quick draw from the tissue box
frequently wasn't swift enough, so this may be
the last time the file is reviewable.
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Prior to 1987 Charlie Covell was Editor,
and the depth of his involvement is apparent
from the most casual reading. The first issue in
1986, for example, contains a report on the
1985 meeting, a reminiscence entitled."Aunt .
Annie's Cigar Box" , a Treasurer's update
(reported through CVC), the column "News and
Notes", and a listing of new members and
changed addresses - all by Charlie. Mike
Mclnnis wrote about a page and a half, bringing
the total text to five pages - one page short of an
even number. The way the newsletter is
reproduced an even number of pages is
inevitable..

With nothing for page 6, Charlie then
wrote an editorial beginning, "Since | have a little
extra space..." We all know that Nature abhors
a vacuum - and so does Charlie. The newsletter
in those days was published with embarrassing
regularity because Chatlie, while welcoming
articles from others, did not rely on them to fill
the space.

In the page 6 editorial Charlie shows a
little of the discouragement which Barry Nichols
must feel; indeed, he almost seems to be writing
the KYLEPS off as having outlived its
usefulness. He said (in part), "l would like to
thank all of you who have supported our Society
so royally these past 11 years...aims of ...[the]
organization have certainly been met...| had felt
that perhaps the lifetime of this club had about
run its course. However, with Mike Mclnnis
joining me in putting out this newsletter ..I think
we are doing just fine." Mike Mclinnis taking
over as Editor may have saved the organization.
Had Charlie abandoned ship, which was the
flavor of the early part of the editorial, there
would be no KYLEPS today.

In that same issue of the newsletter,
Charlie stated, "We recently began to solicit
articles for this newsletter, and have been
encouraged by preliminary response." This is
the first mention in the file of a dearth of

material for the newsletter, but from here on they
multiply.

In January, 1987, Editor MclInnis stated
the "...newsletter has suffered from a lack of
member contributions. Charlie Covell has
occasionally served both as Editor and as Author
during the past twelve years..." Mike Mclnnis
carried on the tradition by writing the lion's share
of the newsletter while he was Editor. He was
helped by reports and articles by John Calhoun,
Loran Gibson, and several others - including, of
course, Charlie Covell. A membership list took
up four pages each year, and some Far Side
cartoons provided humorous filler.

Our current editor, Barry Nichols, took
over the newsletter in 1990. The first Kentucky
Lepidopterist under his aegis was dated March,
1990, a month or so late. As Barry said in that
issue, "The main reason for its tardy arrival was
the lack of membership contributions. | finally
received enough to put this issue together as of
the last week of February." In the next issue,
dated June 1990, Barry said, “...received -
nothing by the deadline of April 21 set in the last
issue. This has caused a four week delay for
this issue. Unfortunately, there is no back-log of
articles..."

In the next issue, dated October 1990,
Barry reported he had, “...received nothing for
inclusion in this issue...finally had enough...as of
October 11. This has caused a 10 week
delay...This has happened with every issue in
volume 16...We need to be more timely..."
The following issue dated December 1990 but
postmarked January 30, 1991, reported, "Again
there was a problem in meeting the deadline
..lack of submissions...makes scheduling
impossible...If by each ... deadline | don't have
enough copy to produce an issue, | will hold the
copy over for the next issue and combine the
two issues..." \

Six months later, in the June 91 issue,
Barry stated, "...We are starting to receive some
input for the newsletter...We still don't have a
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