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Our new editor asked that | write a letter to you for the first newsletter of 1997.
| suppose | should write something lepidopterological, but | want to motivate you
to do something for our Society rather than entertain you.

Dear Fellow KYLEPS:

| was re-shelving several reference books preparatory to beginning this note
when | was struck by the fact that | know the authors on a first name basis. The
first was Charlie Covell’s Eastern Moths, the second Ron Hodges’ Checklist, and
the last The Owlet Moths of Ohio which sports Eric Metzler’s name as co-author.
Jim Tuttle, Paul Opler, John Heppner, Tom Emmel, Jackie Miller, Dave Winter,
Marc Minno, and Boyce Drummond are all on my reference shelves - | even have a
book on scientific illustration by Ron’s wife, Elaine Hodges.

Further, in those cases where | don’t know the author or the expert directly, |
know someone who does. For example, Charlie Covell knows Dr. Franclemont and
Bryant Mather knew Lucien Harris (Butterflies of Georgia).

My experience is not unique: most of you could say the same thing about the
people you know in butterflies and moths. The point here is that we lepiopterists
are a tight and very small group. Join any LEPSOC and you are sure to be wel-
comed aboard by someone who has a world-wide reputation in the field. This is
good in that you get to rub elbows with folks who know what they are doing.
However, the small size of the herd makes for a degree of intellectual inbreeding.

| think the unwillingness of many members to speak out - orally or in writing -
is readily explained. We are an organization of professionals and amateurs. The
professional is not bashful about writing and speaking in his chosen field. The
amateur, however, feels a degree of trepidation about voicing an opinion or
writing up an observation. We end up listening to the professionals and the mate-
rial we hear is bound to get stale after a bit. The result approaches incest.

Now we come to the part where | spur you on to do something for your Society; and
this is a plea to the amateurs. We need more genes in the pool. Each of you has
observed something none of the rest of us has. Don’t be embarrassed because you
think you know less than the professional about the subject - you may be the only
one in the world who has seen what you saw.

| ask each of you kto not be selfish with you observations, ideas, and questions. While
Carolyn would welcome articles - no matter how short, the real beneficiaries of your contri-
butions are ourselves, including those with PhD’s in Biology.

C’'mon, folks. SHARE! Jim Taylor, President
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This is the first in a series of profiles of our officers and

members.

TiM TAYLOR - President
Tim Taylor was re-elected president in November for a one
year term of office.

The following is Taylor in his own words:

“Although | have lived in Georgia for 34 years, am really a
repotted Kentuckian. | was born in Western Kentucky,
moved to Louisville in the early 1940s, and am a University
of Louisville graduate {BS and MBA).

Harry Truman, in a letter which began, ‘Greeting!’, asked me

:0 go to Alaska and shoot down the Russians when they
same to comb Elmendorf AFB. | stayed for two years, but
they never came so | went home.

“| worked 10 years at L&NRRCo in accounting and statistics.
In 1963 Savannah Foods, now one of the biggest sugar
companies in the U.S., offered me employment in a gentler
climate, and | retired from that firm in 1992 as Senior VP.
‘Pauline (my wife of nearly 40 years) and | have two children
and four grandchildren. We play a lotta golf.

‘1 don’'t remember how my interest in insects arose; | do
remember in the first grade having a cigar box in which |
pinned anything with more legs than my dog. | lost a collec-
lion to dermestids while | was in the Army, and | didn't
collect again until the 1980s.

'‘When | was a few years from retirement, Pauline insisted |
take up a hobby other than golf, asking, ‘What are you going
to do when it rains?’ | jokingly responded that | could take up
insect collecting again. She went outside, yanked a Phoebis
sennae from a hibiscus, and said, ‘Here. Get started.” | did.

“| have never had a biology class, so | am enthusiastic
rather than knowledgeable. My interest is in moths rather
than butterflies or skippers, and | find | am developing a curi-
osity toward micros - although theyare delicate to handle
and a bear to identify.

‘December 1, 1996”

Editor’s note:
Your articles, comments, events, etc. are greatly appreciat-
ed by the Editor and members - please share, as Tim said.

This month | was able to go on the web with a local access
carrier. It is a slow process learning everything, but have
found some lepidoptera things and even figured out how to
send and receive e-mail. | would like to hear from you:

e-mail: gardener @sunsix.infi.net

Studying butterflies is more than knowing every detail of the
body and wings, but must include knowledge of what they
feed on. How else do you know where to find them?

We all have to start at the beginning. The following is part
one of a four part series on attracting butterflies and moths
10 the backyard.

The habitat components needed by butierilies include food,
cover , and water. The more kinds of components available
in the backyard habitat, the more species of butterflies you
are likely to attract. The most successful butterfly habitat
contains plants that meet the needs of butterflies during all
four stages of the life cycle: egg, caterpiliar, chrysalis, and
aduli.

Butterfly Biology

After mating, female butterflies search for a specific kind of
“host” plant on which to lay their eggs, usually the preferred
food plant of the caterpiliar.

Eggs are laid in a protected location and in a matter of days,
the caterpillars emerge and begin to feed on the stems,
leaves, and even the flower petals of the host plant.

When fully grown, they shed their skin and spin a chrysaiis
and after a period of days or weeks, the adult butterfly
emerges.

Butterilies prefer feeding in sunny areas protected from
wind. Being cold-blooded, they must first raise their body
temperatures before they are able to fly and remain active.
Flat rocks that warm up quickly in sunny locations are
commonly used a basking perches.

Nectar Plants

Adults do not seem to be too particular about the nectar
plants hey choose, instead feeding on any flowers that offer
an abundance of nectar.

Coneflowers are a favorite, partly because the butterfly can
perch easily on the large cones while feeding, thus conserv-
ing energy. Azaleas and rhododendrons, buckeye, button-
bush, mountain laurel, New Jersey tea, pepperbush, spice-
bush, spirea, viburnum, wildcherry and willow are some
excellent trees and shrubs. Favorite perennials are asters,
blazing stars, black-eyed susans, milkweeds, mints, phiox
and sunflowers. Annuals include lantana, zinnia and scarlet
sage.

Food plants should be planted in clusters of a species. The
solid masses of color makes the flowers easier to locate,
and each butterfly has to expend less energy flying from on
e location to another to acquire the fuel it needs to remain
active and grow.




