KentucKy Lepidopterist
' Newsletter of the Society of KentucKy Lepidopterists
Vobtume 23, Namber 2 /”af 7997

oﬁ‘icers e chairmen

President
James M. Taylor
: 4 Tangle Tree
Savannah, GA 31411
e-mail:
1_iron@msn.com

Treasurer
Charles V. Covell, Jr.
Dept. of Biology
. University of Louisville,
Louisville, KY 40292-0001
Phone: 1-502-852-6771 (w)
456-6122 (h)
e-mail: cvcovelt
@ulkyvm.louisville.edu

Secretary
John Enz
2308 Hikes Lane, Apt. E-26
Louisville, KY 40218
e-mail: jjenz001
@ulkyvm.louisville.edu

Field Trip Coordinator
Barry Nichols
7004 Ethan Allen Way
L.ouisville, KY 40272
Phone: 502-852-6771 (w)
e-mail: bsnich01 /
@ulkyvm.louisville.edu

Newsletter Editor
Carolyn Roof
2015 Lone QOak Road
Paducah, KY 42003-5310
Phone and FAX:1-502-554-4466
e-mail: gardener@sunsix.infi.net

Jessica Hutti
- Loran Gibson

Reed Watkins

Eric Metzler

President’s Message

The following is a Proposal For A New Constitution:

The last printed copy of the Society’s Constitution | can find in my files is dated
November 16, 1985. It has been amended since then, most recently at our
November, 1995, annual meeting. The precise wording of the amendments was
left to the Secretary, and | do not have an official, coherent copy of the document
by which we are governed.

In early 1996 (I had just been elected President), | attempted to amend my copy
to conform with the amendments 1 know about, and | noticed our piecemeal
approach to amending it had created conflicts and anomalies. For example, one
amendment required the addition to the Board of the immediate past President
and two members at large to be elected in staggered terms and serving two
years. The presence on the Board of at least two people who had been there the
previous year would lend continuity to the Board - a good move. However, lan-
guage requiring the annual election of the entire Board was not changed.

For this reason, | have undertaken to clean up the document. | have changed the
language somewhat and rearranged some of the paragraphs so that related
maiters are together. | have also incorporated some changes | feel should be
made. The following discussion covers the substantive alterations and the
reasons why.

First of all, the 1985 version described the elected officers as President,
Secretary/Treasurer, Editor, and a Field Research Coordinator. These four offic-
ers were to constitute the Board, and the quorum for meetings was set at three.
The 1995 amendments separated the Secretary and Treasurer functions and
added two members at large and the immediate past President, making a total of
eight.

Untouched was a sentence to the effect that iThe duties of each officer shall be
those normally pertaining to the respective office.l | can stretch this job descrip-
fion to cover the four officers described in 1985, but the 1995 changes adds
people who not officers in the usual sense of the word. The President, the
Secretary, and the Treasurer are clearly officers with normally defined duties, but
the added four and the Editor should be described as Board members not offic-
ers. See the proposed Constitution’s Article 4.

Secondly, the 1985 version required the appointment'of a Nominating Committee
to consider candidaies and secure from them a written statement of their willing-
ness to serve. In 1995, we changed that to allow the Board, at the morning
meeting just an hour or so before the Annual Meeting, to select the candidates. |
think this is wrong. .
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A Board meeting is a fairly chaotic event. We meet
but once a year, and there are many subjects to cover.
The meeting is over, not when everything has been
thoroughly discussed and judiciously decided, but
when the big hand catches the little hand on the hour
of noon. Last year | violated the new amendment by
asking Bill Black to chair a Nominating Commitiee. He
came up with a slate - and we in the Board meeting
had more time for other things. | intend appointing a
committee again this year to bring candidates to the
membership for a vote - | feel the Constitution as it
now stands does not prohibit this. My plea here is that
we REQUIRE a committee be appointed. Our leaders
for the coming year should be chosen carefuily, with
attention to skills and willingness to serve, not hastily.

Other than a few cosmetic changes not discussed
here, that’s it. You might want to dig your old copy out
and compare, just to be sure, but | donit think | did
anything else of great note.

lhave asked our Editor to publish this well in advance
of our Annual Meeting in November so that you, the
membership, will have time for a careful perusal. | also
ask that the Board members look it over carefully; it
needs a two-thirds voie of the Board before it can go
to the membership for an up-or-down. If anyone spots
an error or has a counter-argument, please let me
know as soon as possible. You can reach me at

Jim Taylor

4 Tangle Tree Lane
Savannah, Ga 31411
Phone 912-598-0693
e-mail 1_iron@msn.com

Proposed Constitution follows.

CONSTHTUTION OFTHE SOCIETY OF

KENTUCKY LEPIDOPTERISTS
ARTICLE 1: Name.

' This Society shall be known as The Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists.

ARTICLE 2: Purposs.

a. The purpose of this Society is directed to efforts
and activities that shall enhance, supplement and advance
the growth of scientific knowledge pertaining to the
Lepidoptera of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and sus-
rounding area.

b. As an ancillary function, the Society shall strive
to further communication and other means of social interac-
tion between individuals who share a common interest in
the Lepidoptera.
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ARTICLE 3: Membership.

a. Membership in this Society shall be open to any
person or organization having an interest in the purpose of -
the Society. Membership will terminate upon death, receipt
by the Secretary of a written resignation, or failure 1o pay
dues within six months of the due date.

b. Applications for membership should be made to
the Secretary and should be accompanied by dues for one
calendar year.

ARTICLE 4: Organization.

a. The Officers of this Society shall consist of a
President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. The duties of
each Officer shall be those normally pertaining to the
respective office.

b. The Board of Directors shall consist of the
Officers of the Society, the Editor of the newsletter of the
Society, a Field Research Coordinator, the immediate past
President and two members at-large.

c. With the exception of the immediate past
President and the two members at-large, all Officers and
other Directors shall be elected annually. The two members
at-large shall serve two year terms, with one elected each
year. The President shall appoint a Nominating Commitiee
of three members of the Society. This Committee shall
choose at least one candidate for each office and the other
Board positions and obtain agreement from each candidate
of his willingness to serve. The Committee shall conclude
its work and deliver its nominations to the President prior to
the annual meeting.

d. The Officers and other Directors shall be elected
by the members present at the annual meeting and shall
serve from the following January 1 for a period of one year.

e. Officers and other Directors shall serve without
compensation.

f. The Board of Directors shall meet annually and at
such other times as deemed necessary by the President.
Should a special meeting be called by the President, at least
fifteen days’ notice shall be provided to all other Directors.

g. A quorum at Board meetings is the presence of
more than fifty percent of the Directors.

h. Vacancies in the membership of the Board of
Directors that occur between annual meetings shall be filled
by majority vote of the remaining Directors.

i. The Society's fiscal year will coincide with the
calendar year.

ARTICLE 5: Meetings.

The Society shall hold meetings at times and places
selected by the Board of Directors. All meetings will be
announced in The Kentucky Lepidopterist and will be held
not sooner than thirty days after the notice is mailed. There -
shall be an annual meeting at which Officers and other
Directors are elected. .




