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I would like to start-by saying | am honored to have been chosen president of the
Kentucky Lepidopterists, and am glad to have the opportunity to help serve the organiza-
tion. Being from an area having few active Lepidopterists, membership in this Society has
benefited me greatly.

While I've always enjoyed the Newsletter, having the annual meeting within an easy day’s
driving distance has been a great opportunity to renew old acquaintances, make new
ones, and lose that feeling of isolation. ' The meetings have never failed to recharge my
enthusiasm, and it is always a good feeling to get names on some of the moths I've been
struggling with, thanks to having the University of Louisville collection and the combined
expertise of our members available.

}-While there never seems to be enough tie these days to do all the things we need to,

please consider making a small investment of your time to support the Kentucky
Lepidopierist. Active participation by more members wouid provide a weii-deserved bieak
for the few now carrying the load. By contributing items for the Newsletter, serving on
Society committees or holding office, you can ensure that the society of Kentucky
Lepidopterists will continue in its finest tradition.

In my opinion, one of the greatest but under-utilized benefits of a regionai society like ours
is the opportunity for members to quickly and inexpensively publish some of their
Lepidoptera observations and discoveries. With formal journals becoming increasingly
dry and statistical, it's refreshing to read articles like Bill Biack's Great Purple Hairstreak
piece in the previous newsletter - informal but highly informative. I'm sure just about eve-
ryone has something similar to offer about an unusual find, a memorable field trip, new
larval host plant and rearing information, or many other topics.

By now everyone must have heard about this year’s El Nino phenomenon, and may
wonder what its effect will be on the climate where we live. The prediction'| heard is that
the southern U. S. will have more rain, and the north can expect a milder winter, which
seems to be happening so far. This could have interesting implications for the 1998 field
season.

It may be significant that 1987 and 1991, two of the greatest years on record for the
appearance of southern migrant butterflies in the Midwest, were years associated with
mild El .Nino events. Some of you may remember these years for the widespread
appearance of the Cloudless-Sulfur (Phoebis sennae). In both instances, a mild winter
preceded an -early, warm-spring. As the present El Nino is the sirongest on record, it is
possible that you may find some very unusual Lepidoptera in your area in 1998.

Les Férge , President
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PROFILE

At the Annual Meeting in November, a new president was
elected. The following is Les Ferge in his own words:

LES FERGE - President

I am a lifelong resident of Wisconsin, born and raised in the
- central part of the state near Wausau, and a graduate of the
University of = Wisconsin - Madison, with a BS Degree in
Entomology. | have just completed 20 years with the U. S.
Forest Service, forest Products Laboratory in Madison, where
| am employed as a Biological Technician in the
Biodeterioration of Wood work unit. Initially, | served as the
assistant to a research entomologist conducting termite
studies, and was involved in early work on the use of insecti-
cide-treated baits. as a more environmentally acceptable
method to control termite infestations. Although termite
research at the Forest Products Lab was discontinued about
12 years ago, the bait method has evolved into a successful
commercial system that has recently entered the market.
When the termite work ended, | shifted into working with wood
decay fungi, assisting several scientists in basic studies of
fungal biochemistry and applied work in the area of wood
preservation, along with answering calls and letters regarding
wood-destroying insects.

My interest in Lepidoptera began at about age 11, and was
stimulated by collecting with friends whose father had some
interest in Lepidoptera. In November, 1963, my interest was
intensified into a passion when | was invited to accompany my
collecting friends to view the magnificent Harold Bower collec-
tion in Wausau. Less than two months later, Harold Bower
passed away and his collection went to Los Angeles County
Museum of Natural History, but | was hooked for life. | regard
the 1964 season as my true beginning as a serious coilector,
pinning and labeling specimens in the proper scientific
manner like the Bower coilection. In 1970, | met Bill Sieker,
Madison attorney and Sphingid enthusiast, whose encourage-
ment and guidance provided significant direction to my
fledgling efforts with the the moths.

My early years were devoted predominatly to studying better-
flies, but as time went on, | became more and more fascinated
with the moths. Moth collecting appealed to me because
there were so few people doing it in Wisconsin, and it was
apparent that many new and exciting discoveries potentially
awaited. | have devoted much of my time to studying the
Noctuidae of Wisconsin, and in recent years have been
working to round out my knowledge of macro-moths by
becoming more familiar with the Geormetridae, with the help
of a number of colleagues and insects. | have been particular-
ly interested in associating Lepidoptera species with the great
variety of habit types found in Wisconsin, which involves
selecting large or typical exampies of various habitats and
making monthly moth collections over 2-3 years, staggering
trips to eventually achieve a bi-weekly sampling interval cover-
ing the entire season. Among the most rewarding areas for
interesting moth discoveries have been the few remaining
exampies of wet or dry native prairie, pine barrens, and Great

Lakes beach and dunes. My current emphasis is returning to
sphagnum bogs and sedge wetlands, some of which may
soon be overrun and ruined by rapidly invading purple looses-
trife.

Beside my new position as President of the Kentucky
Lepidopterists, | am a Research Affiliate of the Milwaukee
Public Museum, newsletter editor for the Wisconsin
Entomological organizations. 1998 is my twelfth year as the
Midwest zone coordinator for the Lepidopterists’ Society
Season Summary.
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by Dr. James Adams

The SLS has coerced me into hosting a spring field meeting
here in North Georgia mountains.

The SLS's second annual North Georgia spring field meeting
will be the weekend of May 14-17, 1998. Lodging is abundant-
fy available in the Dalton area (where | live), and if you wish to
make advance reservations you may contact me (see below)
for more information.

Black lighting will be availabe both Thursday and Friday
nights, May 14 & 15. Assuming the weather cooperates, and |
am available on the afternoon of May 15, as well.

The meeting will officially begin 9:00 a.m., Saturday.
Participants are asked to meet at the Waffle House restaurant
east of Exit 137 off I-75. Daytime collecting is planned for
bother Saturday and Sunday, with blacklighting on Satuday as
well. For geormetrid enthusiasts, the rare Lytrosis permagnar-
ia should be on the wing at this time.

For more information contact me:

James K. Adams, 1702 Crow Valley Road, Apt. 704,
Dalton, GA 30720.

Home phone: 706-278-6255

Please feel free to arrive before the 14th of May, or stay until
after the 17th. Although | may not be available to lead you into
the field every day, | can suggest areas that may be fruitful for
collecting, photography, etc.

Editor’s note: _

Your articles, comments, events, etc. are greatly appreciated
by the Editor and members. The deadline for submitting arti-
cles, etc. for the April issue is March 15; July-June 15; October-
August 15.

Pictures can be scanned and will be returned if you need them
back. e-mail: gardener@sunsix.infi.net
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