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| Dpesic]enll,s Messaqe

As this is being written (in mid-March), it seems like winter is having one last
fling before yielding to warmer spring weather and the start of the Lepidoptera
season. In my neck of the woods, January and February were in mildest on
record, with high temperatures getting well above 50 degrees F. toward the end of
February. Had it not been so rainy, | surely would have been out doing one of my
favorite things, baiting for adult-overwintering Noctuid moths.

I thought spring had arrived for sure on March 1, when | found an unusually
early Spring Cankerworm moth (Palecrita vernata) under the porch light.
However, March can be a cruel month in Wisconsin, and this one certainly lived
up to its reputation, by dumping almost a foot of heavy , wet snow on the 7th, and

Lthen turning sharply colder, with low temperatures hovering just above zero.

The prospects of an early season don’t seem too good at this point, but anything can
happen with this unusual weather.

As you may have surmised by now, I'm eager to get out into the field. One of the
attractions of studying moths is that the field season can be two or three months
longer than that for butterflies. The extremely early and late parts of the season
are poorly documented in many areas, and a number of interesting and infrequen-
tly encountered moth species may be found in otherwise well-known areas. Also,
early spring or late fall are very pleasant times to be outdoors, free of mos-
quitoes, blackflies and other pesky critters.

The genera Lithophane and Eupsilia belong to the Noctuid sub-family Cuculliinae,
in which a large portion of the species emerge in late fall and spend the winter as
adults, laying their eggs in early spring. They are best attracted to sugar bait,
and generally become active when the temperature is at or above 50 degrees F.

Eupsilia species are par‘éicularly cold-hardy. | have found them to be active even
before all the snow has melted. The most extreme experience I’ve had with these
moths was on 25 January 1981 near Madison, WL Ordinarily, this is the coldest
part of winter, but it had been abnormally warm for a.couple of days, so | decided
to see if any moths could be active. | had to wade through a nearly knee-deep snow
drift to get to the bait trail, and as | was applying the bait, the temperature was
already dropping the mid-40s. Amazingly, seVeral specimens of Eupsilia vinu-
lenta and E. morrisoni did manage to find my bait.

By going out when these unusual winter thaws occur, I've been able to document
moth activity in my area in every month of the year. Incidentally, these moths
can become somewhat of a nuisance in maple syrup producing areas like




Wisconsin, as they are attracted to the sap buckets on
the tapped trees, and sometimes become stuck inside
them. Fortunately, I’'ve never heard of anyone having a
drowned moth show up in their pancake syrup.

Les Ferge , President

NQW Meml)eps

Elizabeth E. Boyd, 8502 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40222; Phone 502-425-0442 (w), 394-0179 (h). She is inter-
ested in butterfly gardening and watching; conservation and
preservation of habitat are her major interests.

Keith Summerville, 319 North Elm Street, Oxford, OH 45056;
“one 1-5130529-5811 (w), 524-8996 (h). “I like to collect
nsects from a variety of groups. My favorite Lepidoptera
groups are butterflies, skippers in the genus Erynnis, and
noctuid moths (especially genus Papaipema.”

Coppecfion o]( A(Jdpess

lLes Ferge, 7119 Hubbard Avenue, Middleton, WI 53562, e-
mall: lesferge@juno.com Please note the highlighted street
address and e-mail area correction. The Editor typo’ed.

CI’Iane Of ACICIPQSS

L.oran and Pat Gibson, 2727 Running Creek Drive, Florence
KY 41042; Phone 1-606-382-0083

BOOL IQeview

Caterpillars of Eastern Forests
by David L. Wagner, Valerie Giles, Richard C.
Reardon, and Michael L. McManus, USDA-Forest
Service, FHTET-96-34, Nov. 1997.

The Forest Health Technology Environment Team publication
has 113 pages and paper cover. The color figures are
--superb, representing .210 of the 245 moth and butterfly
species treated in the work are illustrated. Sections on the
amportance, collecting, rearing, preserving, photographing,
siC. of Lepidoptera caterpillars are included.
Order your FREE copy by writing:

Allen T. Bullard, Director, FHTET Morgantown, 190
Canfield St., Morgantown, WV 26505, or phone 1-304-285-
1563, or FAX 1-304-285-1505.

(ed. note: Charlie Covell sent the above and before including
it, | thought it wise to FAX for it to check the FAX number, how
FREE it was, and what the turn around time was. It is all that it
is advertised to be, plus. It is a wonderful 8 1/2” x 11”7 book of
magnificent color. Caterpillars for the most part were hand
raised and are show in appropriate leaves. And Charlie was
one of the advisers on the book.)

SpPinq Field TPip

The Spring Field Trip will be held in Laurel County, southeast-
ern Kentucky on the weekend of April 17-19, under the lead-
ership of Loran Gibson.

Saturday, April 18,Loran said that we will spend the day
searching for spring butterflies in the Laurel Lake area.
Anyone interested in locating larvae of small moths, especially
Olethreutes species is welcome to accompany Loran on his
wanderings.

Butterflies which should be present include the Swallowtails,
Erynnis skippers, Hesperia metea, Elfins (I. henrici, I. augus-
fus). West Virginia whites and Gemmed Satyrs are usually
common in this area. There is always the possibility of seeing
a White M Hairstreak.

Loran advised. “Photograph all you want, but collectors, as
always, should be conservative!”

Blacklighting for moths will be available for anyone interested
on Saturday evening. Join Loran at one of several of his all-
time favorite collecting sites. Details for blacklighting and for
the following day’s activities will be made on Saturday.

if you are planning on going, Loran would like to hear form
you and will send a map. Call, after 5:00 pm Eastern time) at
606-384-0083, or e-mail at: kymothman@juno.com.

When: Saturday, April 18, 9:00-10:00am Eastern time, gather.

Where: Bald Rock Picnic Area, KY Route 192, Daniel Boone
National Forest. Exit 1-75, exit 38, west on Ky Route 192 for
approximately 11 miles. The picnic area is at the site of the oid
Bald Rock Fire Tower (on the right).

Food: Lunch will be in the field, so bring what you need. A
couple of small country stores are located in the immediate
area, but little else.

Lodging: There are many locations from which to choose.

Motels:
Best Western, -75 & KY Rte. 80, exit 41, 1-800-528-1234
$51-single; $70-double
Hampton Inn, [-75 & KY Rte. 192, exit 38, 1-800-HAMPTON
$60-king/1 person; $70 -king/2 persons; $72 2 doubles
Days Inn, I-75 & KY Rte. 192, exit 38, 1-800-DAYS-INN
$50 single; $61 double
Budget, I-75 & KY Rte. 80, exit 41, 1-800-283-4678
$37 single; $44 double
(This is Loran’s choice and he added that it was clean,
good value and to CALL EARLY?!)

Camping:

Holly Day Rec. Area (USDA-Forest Service)...very nice!
Tent per night - $7: Full hook-up per night - $14
Cail 1-800-280-CAMP for reservations and Information




