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Fall Field Trip

September 11-13, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Friday - Call Bill Black 1-502-442-9587 or e-mail Carolyn Roof - gardener@sunsix.infi.net
for more information. We will figure something out.

Saturday gather - Denny’s Restaurant, (Pear Tree Inn), Paducah, KY 1-24 exit 4, 9:00 am
1. Great Purple Hairstreak site - Island Creek (collect sparingly)
2. Livingston Co., Cumberland River, Bissell Bluff (see Edward Sadler article)
3. Hybrid (Viceroy-Red-spotted Purple) Site, Fulton County, Mississippi River
4. Evening - Mothing

‘Sunday - If you have a special place to visit, call Bill and he will try to help you.

Meals - To save time, please bring lunch and dinner, drinks, snacks, etc. We will stopata
Minit-Mart type grocery along the way if need be, but will not go to a sit-down restaurant.

Lodging: East side of I-24, exit 4 - Days Inn; Courtyard by Marriott 1-800-321-2211;
Drury 1-800-325-8300; Holiday Inn Express 1-800-HOLIDAY:

West side of 1-24, exit 4 - Best Inns 1-800-BEST INN; Comfort Suites 1-800-
228-5150; Drury Suites 1-800-325-8300; Pear Tree Inn 1-800-282-8733.

- Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting will be held NOVEMBER 20-21
University of Louisville, 321 Life Sciences Building.
Friday - 7:00-11:00 p.m. - Social at the home of Charlie Covell
Saturday - 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 321 Life Sciences Building, U of L.
9:00-12:00 Member get together
Noon Lunch on your own
1:00-5:00 p.m. Program: Les Ferge is scheduled to talk about the moths
that he has collected in Wisconsin over the years; Charles Covell will talk about
Lepidoptera in Ky. biodiversity inventory projects such as the one we
have been doing in Mammoth Cave National Park this summer; and there is more.
? Dinner at Masterson’s Restaurant
As usual, bring items for drawing and, of course, your “what is it”s or “look
what i found” »
New members and young people are especially urged to come and participate.
For more information contact Dr. Charles V. Covell
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

According to our constitution, the purpose of the Society of
Kentucky Lepidopterists is directed to efforts and activities
that shall enhance, supplement and advance the growth of
scientific knowledge of the Lepidoptera of Kentucky and sur-
rounding areas.

Kentucky is among the minority of states having a compre-
hensive Lepidoptera checklist available or in preparation.
This does not signal the end of our efforts, but marks only the
beginning. One of the great things about studying
Lepidoptera is that anyone can experience the thrill of discov-
ery, without necessarily needing complicated equipment of a
lot of money. There are all sorts of activities that are interest-
ing, necessary and important, with life history studies or
surveys of new localities and unique habitats being just a few
examples of areas where great contributions can be made.

While the butterflies are as well known as any insect group,
the state of knowledge of the remainder of the Lepidoptera is
far from complete. There is an enormous amount of interest-
ing habitat that has never benefited from the attention of a
Lepidopterist. One of the things ! find troublesome is the
overuse and misuse of the term”rare”. Time and again various
species are proclaimed “rare” when in actual fact what is rare
is the intense and time consuming effort to locate and docu-
ment new populations in the field.

Rarity is often an artifact of insufficient searching, lack of
knowledge of habitat or seasonal occurrence, or species not
readily obtainable by customary collecting methods. In these
times of growing concern over loss of biodiversity, | would
urge that caution be exercised when attempting to rank rarity
or associate with habitat based on limited experience and
inadequate replication of records in other examples of similar
habitat. Only by renewing our sense of purpose and resolving
to ad new information, will we have any hope of knowing the
true status of many of our Lepidoptera species, knowledge
vital to directing scarce resources for conservation to where
the greatest need is.

Les Ferge, President

HQW Mem If)QPS &CI’IG nges

New:

Randy Robinette, 7302 Midland Trail Road, Ashiand, KY
41102-9294, phone 606-928-5349 (h and w).

- “l do some butterfly gardening-stock seeds of some butterfly
and moth foodplants. | also do some rearing and collecting.”
Change:

Ellis L. Laudermilk, KY Nature Preserves, new e-mail address
is: laudermilk@nrepc.nr.state.ky.us

Stephanie McKown's new address is: P. O. Box 190685,
Boise, ID 83709.
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Mermbor News

Drop us a line or e-mall about what you are doing. It’s
nice to know what our members are doing.

- Eric Metsler (Member at Large, Executive Committee) read the

above last month and wrote the following:

What I'm-doing. ,

In the last newsletter you invited members to let you know
what were doing. For the past several years, my interests
focused on moths that live in prairies. | began this project in
cooperation with the U.S. Air Force and The Nature
Conservancy at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton,
Ohio, home of Huffman Prairie where the Wright brothers
learned how to build gliders and air planes. My study site is
within sight of a reconstruction of one of their first hangers.
Since 1992, when Roger Zebold (Metzler and Zebold, 1995)
and Reed Watkins were collaborators at Huffman Prairie, my
research now includes Big Island Wildlife Area and Killdeer
Plains Wildlife Area in Central Ohio, Resthaven Wildlife Area
in Northern Ohio, and three prairies in Lucas GCounty near
Toledo, Ohio. In 1997, | inventoried the moths at six prairie
sites for The Nature Conservancy in Newton Col., indiana (NW
part of the state), and in 1998, 'm inventorying seven more
sites NW Indiana (Jasper and Pulaski Counties).

From - 1992 through 1997, |.systematically collected 253
samples in Ohio’s remnant prairies.. - Samples were collected
at Huffman Prairie in Green County (96 samples), Killdeer
Plains Wildlife Area in Wyandot County (73 samples),
Resthaven Wildiife Area in Erie County (30 samples), Big
Istand Wildlife Area in Marion County (8 samples), and Irwin
Prairie State Nature Preserve (16 samples), Kitty Todd
Preserve (16 samples), and Oak Openings Metro Park (14
samples, all in Lucas County. Samples were taken on 126
night at 39 sites in the prairies. All specimens of moths (inclu-
ding all micro moths) from each sample were sorted to species
and they were counted. All other insects are stored in alcohol
for donation to the University of Wisconsin or the Ohio State
University Museum of Biological Diversity.

More than 99 percent of the micro moths were spread and
most were dissected for positive identification. | use a micro-
scope to photograph each dissection and compare the moths
and dissections with specimens at the Smithsonian Institution
or the Canadian National Collection. The scientists at those
institutions are exiremely helpful. A lot of local experts also
help me with identifications, including George Balogh, Charlie
Covell, Dennis Currutt, Loran Gibson, Reed Watkins, Don
Wright, and others.

So far I've recorded 41,600 moths, representing more than
900 specifies from Phil's prairies -- more than 50 of these
specifies were previously unknown from Phil. One species,
new to science, was described from Kilideer Plains Wildlife .
Area (Metzler, 1998). :

Cont. on next page




