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After the rather hectic winter season experienced by our officers and editor, we are
making progress in getting our group’s business in order. Toward that end, | have
agreed, for the time being, to assist Charlie with maintaining the membership list and
recording dues payments.

Dues for 1999 are now payable, and are to be sent to me for processing.
Please use the payment form and addressed envelope included in this Newsletter.

The year through which our records indicate your payment is current, appears on the
Newsletter mailing label. Please bring any discrepancies to my attention, as well as

any errors or changes in name or address.

MOTHING

Spring has been mixed up here in Wisconsin. In late March into early April we experi-
enced above-normal temperatures. My first trip of the season sugaring for moths was
on March 27, almost exactly when | was able to start last season. The moths found
that night were almost all hibernating species of Noctuidae, with just a few very fresh
spring-emerging species noted.

Several days of strong southerly wind probably aided the’ early appearance of the

Army worm moth and a couple of other species that likely move into Wisconsin from
the south each year. Spring- emergers quickly became more numerous in the next few
nights.

Then the weather turned cold and rainy. Conditions improved in late April, but very few
butterflies or moths were seen. It appears that we will not have a repeat of last year's
extremely early season.

Les Ferge, President

Genetically Altered Plants

There is increased controversy over the safety of genetically altered plants. Cornell
University researchers claim monarch caterpillars may be harmed by eating milkweed
leaves dusted with the Bt corn pollen. Entomologist John Losey found the the caterpil-
lars that ate the Bt corn pollen dusted milkweed leaves grew slower and died sooner
than those that did not. Larvae of the butterfly and corn borer are similar. European
Union regulators plan to delay approving pending requests by Pioneer Hi-Bred
International and DeKalb Genetics to sell genetically modified corn based on concerns
raised by the study. EU will not revoke earlier approvals of requests from Novartxs and
Monsanto to sell Bt corn. jel@cornell.edu
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FieH Tpip Announcemenjls
June 2527 DiLe Coun]lq Field Tpip

Les Estep and Joan Carr will host a Field Trip at their home
in Pike Co. - Kentucky’s easternmost county. Collectors
bring black lights and light traps for moths.

We will leave from Joan's house at 9:00 a.m.EDT,
Saturday, June 26, heading first for a cane site 25 miles
away. She has observed new county records in bird
species and wildflower species at the cane site earlier.

The Appalachians have no dots on the distribution map in
Eric Quinter’s manuscript on new species of cane-feeding
moths which he will be describing. A search for caterpiliars
in the cane might produce data for this previously unsur-
veyed area.

The Diana Fritillary exists in Pike Co., and Joan and John
will guide us to sites where they hope we can observe it. It
is scarce, so we are asked to collect by camera only.

Joan and John would like to make arrangements to eat as
a group on Friday and Saturday evenings. They encourage
us to bring a spouse or significant other. If they aren’t but-
terfly chasers, they can enjoy lots of relaxation among
birds, flowers, and trees on decks and patios.

Joan said that “We are amateurs among you and need
help with procedures for field trips. So, volunteer and
contact us. Most of the excursions will be on our property,
but one will be in WV, about five miles away. We have a 4
wheel drive truck to accommodate those who can’t make
the grade, literally and figuratively. Even with the truck,
some of the terrain can be rough!”
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LODGING:Historic Mountaineer Hotel, 1-800-484-5154,
$29-39 for rooms, $59 sitting room, etc., Williamson WV
across the Tug Fork of the Big Sandy River from South
Williamson, KY.
There are several eating and dining places on premises
from Cigar Bar to The Venetian Room (gourmet but pricey)
Sycamore Inn, 1-800-446-6865, $54 plus tax, AAA
and AARP discount, Williamson WV. '
Super 8 Motel, 1-606-23-7-5898, $49.30 one
person, $52.12 two persons, Goody, KY

TENT CAMPING: If you want to pitch a tent, Joan says they
have plenty of room, just let her know.

DIRECTIONS: 1-64 east to Bert T. Combs Mountain
Parkway (exit 98), proceed for 75 miles. The Parkway ends
at Salyersville and continues as KY Route 114, continue
east to US 23, approx. 18 miles. Take US 23 south towards
Pikeville, approx. 22 miles. Turn left on US 119 north, and
proceed for about 30 miles to South Williamson, KY.

Turn left off US 119 onto KY292 west. Proceed to Bevins
Citgo Gas Station in South Williamson. Turn left at gas
station. Proceed a few hundred feet, turn left at Happy
Valley Road. Continue 1/4 mile to house on left with butter-
fly at the fence. Joan said that when all else fails, follow
Butterflies!, Or, telephone for help!

1-606-237-1119, e-mail SCA00122@MAIL.WVNET.EDU
Joan Carr and husband John Estep

Julq 3 BUHQPﬂq (:OUI'I]l

The annual July 4th Count will be held July 38, Saturday,
Horner Wildlife Sanctuary, Brownsboro, KY, 9:30 a.m..-
3:00 p.m. EDT.

DIRECTIONS: Traveling east on I-71 from Louisville, take
exit 14 (approximately 20 miles). Turn left off of the ramp to
Brownsboro (approximately one mile). Meet at the
Brownsboro General Store. Bring a sack lunch.

RAIN DATE: In case of rain on Saturday, the Count will be
on Sunday, same time, same place. If you want your name
listed there is a $3.00 fee.

For more information contact Charlie Covel

Seplleml)er 3-6 Fa" Fielc] Tpip

The Labor Day Weekend has been chosen in hopes of
finding the Duke’s Skipper in its prime at the Zip Track Site
in Paducah. The extra day will allow an expanded trip.
Bring light traps and bait traps.

Some of you may wish to arrive Friday afternoon, Sept.3.
We will rendezvous at 8:30 a.m.. CDT, Sep. 4 at Denny’s for
breakfast. You will be welcome to continue through into
Monday Sept. 6, if your itinerary will allow.

Paducah is easily reached by I-24.There are 11 motels at
Exit 4; and four motels and an RV campground at Exit 3.

Spouses are invited to visit the Museum of American
Quilters Society and historic downtown.
For more information contact Bill Black.
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