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SUMMER FIELD MEETING AT BIG
BLACK MOUNTAIN
THE WEEKEND OF JULY 6,7 & 8

A summer field meeting is planned for the weekend of July 6,7&8 in the Black
Mountain area of Harlan County. It has been a over ten years since we last
visited the area. We will be looking for two species in particular, Polygonia
faunus smythii and Polygonia progne. There are only a few records of Polygonia
progne from the state and P. faunus smithii has not been recorded from the
state. We will also be looking for Erora laeta and Speyeria diana. In the 1970',
Erora laeta was reported on numerous occasions and in the years of 1977, 1978
and 1979, it was almost common.

The meeting will begin late Friday afternoon. We will meet at the summit of
Black Mountain at 6:30PM and will operate a UV light system for moths along
the access road on the summit. We will also set out a number of light traps on
Black Mountain and at Kingdom Come State Park. We will have a number of
bait traps set out for the targeted Polygonia species. The Society has obtained
a collecting permit for Kingdom Come State Park. Please note that all specimens
collected in the park must be deposited in the University of Louisville
collection.

At the time of this writing, access to Black Mountain remains in question.
However, we expect to work out the problem and have access to the mountain
top by the time of the meeting.

We will meet again on Saturday morning at 9:00AM in the picnic area of
Kingdom Come State Park. There will be signs with the Society logo to direct
you to the picnic area. We will explore the top of Black Mountain for Erora
laeta and the base of the Virginia side of the mountain for Speyeria diana. We
will also seek out new areas to the west of the Town of Cumberland and access
to the top of Black Mountain at Morris Gap. We will return to the top of Black
Mountain around 4:00PM to search again for Erora laeta.
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We will again set out light traps on Saturday night and operating several UV
light systems in the Black Mountain area. The beautiful green sphingid, Darapsa
versicolor can be found on Black Mountain. (Cont. on Pg.#8)




