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Mammoth Cave National Park
Summer Field Trip Report

7 — 9 July 2006

By Jeff Marcus

The Summer Field trip began on July 7 in the early afternoon as members
of the Kentucky Lepidopterists began to gather at the Maple Springs
Research Center in Mammoth Cave National Park (MCNP), Edmonson
County. Even though the directions to get to Maple Springs were variously
described as “difficult”, “confusing”, “misleading”, and “awful”, people
eventually found their way to the right place. They knew they were in the
right place because a butterfly net was prominently attached to one of the
columns of the front porch, but the buildings were all locked and trip leader
Jeff Marcus was nowhere to be found. Eventually, Loran Gibson, Darrell
Baker, Bill Black, Charles Wright, Richard Henderson, Gerald Burnett, Kevin
and Ian Segebarth, new society members John and Ali Walden, and even
Jeff's wife, Joanne Seiff, were all gathered, but still no Jeff. Gefting
worried, they tried to call Jeff on his cell phone repeatedly, but with no
success.

Suddenly, at about 5:45 pm, 15 minutes ahead of the official meeting time,
a very sweaty Jeff Marcus drove up, fresh from setting up a series of
banana and beer bait traps along the River Styx Trial. Because he had been
deep in the Green River Valley, his cell phone did not receive any of the
calls. He leapt out of the car, opened up the doors to Maple Springs, and in
less than 20 minutes had food cooking on the gril. The assembled
Lepidopterists were joined for dinner by MCNP Officials from the Division of
Research and Resource Management, Mark Depoy and Rick Olson. The
group was provided with a briefing on safety and protocol for doing
research in the park

- As the evening grew darker, some participants went out to set traps in the

National Park and on the North side of the nearby Upper Green River
Biological Preserve in Hart County. Jeff Marcus, Bill Black, and the Waldens
went back to the River Styx Trail to add one of Bill's battery powered
fluorescent live traps (or “Con-traptions”) to the string of bait traps that Jeff’
had set along the trail earlier in the day. Still others set up sheets near the
Maple Springs Research Center. As things began to fly into the sheets,
society member Richard Healy drove in from Bonnieville, in Hart County, to
join the group for the evening. He brought with him some of the material
he had caught from his home, but had not yet been able to identify.
Richard says that he gets more species at his house, coming to a regular
incandescent bulb on his back porch, than we were getting coming to the
mercury vapor lamps that night in the National Park. He says that anyone
interested in acquiring more Hart County material is welcome to visit him,
just call first to tell him that you're coming. '
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